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the svils heing perpetrated by Doavid Berg on hig follow
ers {manyv of whom, they belicve. are sincerely motivated
Christinn young peaple). Thelr charges cin be fully doc-

umented (rom Berg s own wrilings

Contect was made with Eugene “'Happy™ Wottla
shortly belore this article went 10 press. Wolila's seven
plus yeors on the COG date back to the seci’s beginnings
in Huntington Beach, Known as Joab, he was o leading
Bible teacher in the sect. In Ociober. 1975,

excommunicated by Berg for ruming questions about
COG teachings, among other things
confirm the basic information provided in the interview

His statements

wiath Wasson and Jacks,

he was

Joseph M, Hopkins. the interviewer, 15 the author of a
bk on the Children of God scheduled to be published
this summer by Acton House. He is & professor in the
Department of Relipion and Philosaphy at Westminster
College, Mew Wilmington, Pennavlvin,

Hopkind. Very fow people have scen a
picture of David Berg. Whot is he Hke?

Jucks. He'w in his mid-fftes, A froil
man. He has a bad heart. He's gol gray
hair and spmetimes wears a pontes. He
hasa large nose. Amal he has o strong fece,
sirong features. He has plercing eves. and
when you meet him he secms hike he's
really checking you out—notin o friendly
way bt fa o very probing way thal puts
you on the defensive. Sometimes he mnis
and raves like & madman, Everybody i
afrmid of ki One ime, while we were in
Texas, he came in with a lurge chaon and
warmed throwing o down on the table,
sercaming that he had come tq sei the
captives free from the sysiem.

Hopkins. David, you were m the COG
throasgholit most of ity history, Would you
deserine o few' of the changes?

Jacks, The C0OG storted aut small qnd
prew rapidly. When | joined thiere wis just
v traveling colony. of 2 hundred mem-

bers, with David Herg tcaching  the
classps, Berg'« immedinte family were
the ¢ leaders, However, s the organd-

ratinpg prew. people with bimimess esperi
ence were fecriibed, and ey soon o
i pryvminence 0 the groop  The sirategy
s sl evangeloam, tan The mcssages are
108 per cent different. D7s maot s much
Jesuy Christ any miore; i s Moses David,
Al the methondy are dilTerent. Belore, o
wan wireet evangeliam. Mow it's peddinng
literature Tiof moncy

l-l'aplqkm. W R mha okl i plag

Jacks, When 1 first pones] the C0pCs, i
wite very  regimenied. ot o Disad
Herg's gouls changed, mt e berbics weie
granted tiv Uhe low s disciples: Now, with
PETTIARICN fhoy siif lileg—eve b dale
povple outande the ongareanon They
=an also gor fie movies . JEL iebiang the
rudes | iheak Blery i Ieyomg B iy o dep
Lance, Lo paien popdlarty sl gwoee Goflos

ers | s Ak fobsrewie et o s 0 Risbapn Boiat
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FRorpdiims. "Vori wiy Wl voin fik sl jarical
Pieee o plesd ot favelig Collsiy W Pl
i Lhe set-up nym "

Jaeks, Nowh oodeities paiige Pt ey b
fwelve lull-gune: fslliviagr - I
Teder i waibeil o alephond Whon o jets
e i el ve ieribeds b oaalibiy, Pujis
wind ey o hree
s e s et 0 anlininne « Tounann a alisang b
prostded oo Bh g dlestbie o s he phersd

withisii

wi, divnde SrEnie i

FEHHL Ay |«

Three distrgts form o region, headed by o
ragionid shepherd, Three regions consti-
tule o bishoprie, presided over by n
Bishop, and three bishoprees constitule pn
archbishopnc, headed by an archbizshop
Three archbishaprics conatitute 4 manis-
iry, poverned’ by & minister; and three
minealries constilule o prime  mnisiey.
ruled over by o pnme mimster. At the
time | left there were four prime minisiers
in the COG, They are members of the
board of directon colled “the King's
Coungelors, ™ 1t's & pycamid (ype of gov.
ernment, rufe Trom the 1op down

Hopkims, Hiw imporint are the MO
hetiers?

Wasson. The COO disciples believe
the MO letters sre the mspired word of
Cisl for today—and the Bible was the
inspared word of God for yestesdoy, For
{hrs reason the MO lettors ure called ihe
“Mew Wine” and the Bible the "0
Wine " There ure i ihis tume more ihan
Sl MO letters, and besides this, there
are o miemiber of I'-l.pl."h lh.ll hitve B went
et by D byt Cobimies. Thie st Mi»
letver wias chlled The €0 € learel amd (e
Mew Church, Berg hod o owife bup bl
been [y with bis secretotrly, Man: il
the ey wies heginning aoger oun, Pl
winh ither going Lo have 1o repend of fo
spchistep Phe situabnon, which v whin he
chose todo, There wis a meebing i Moo
trenl, Clandda, 0 WY Pl Herg Pl
(4189 l!ll!"lhl:l.;'&' Lkl The ol e lare b el
the aew chure " Dol e suid i) S
wian e ew chuwaeh pond June “qu his
st was the ol Chorc by, amil Ahgn Leail
wwany Pl powary e ooded @ hadch e
Peganse shic bl bBeem b bondiianae e e
wiwrh o lh her ||l.n|1_' 1ol shlis Wi wang LETTIE ]
rew owife, Mo Thwial Hewg woas slinng
wlyal wiks eaphicnly Toebuddes by Sonp
riive, qrsl bie knew i Toojespily Haopesein, Eee
b tor gavtne dip sty .n|||4,'r|||-_|.|.'_ PR W s
A1 hEast s hatherminlanee us S TiaTe,
el riaee sy Dol wars Hleovarp 4 fiy] NIR
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Hophins., Arctd (s
vign ol MU letiees”

Jucks, Moo they e Bt g o Tlie
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veiien Theh well an dhe snveer Wler thal
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hias "R FE O " {Roval Famalv Craly) Tei:
fers:

Hopklng, With Duavid Beryg o ol (e
country, how une these letters processed !

Wasson. Copies are senl 1o arci lead:
ers. who pring them up for the columes
COG headquarters formerly got 828 roy
alty per dociple on cach letier as il wus
nsded, Bt pow st least 80 per cend ol ol
1he money the kids mike on thé sireel
ntnessing | asenl to higher administra:
five levels The remuimpg 60 per cent o
less is used to finunce the colomes  AL-
-.'||r|l|':r:|r,1|'| o recent isste Of (e New M-
s Mews (the olfRcil OO0 news pasks)i-
catlon), 248 TOEA2X2 MO levers were Jis
wrbtend imo 5 A4V e petiond Begimming
October |, 1971, which bresks dinen 1o
appeoximuiely 4.0 million por manth

Jacks, 1n Peru and Holivia, over o
riand ol 1 Y iEr tamd vl wae r.u“:d ot |8
mmillaen leylers, which wan ome lelter Gy
every Dwelve peaple in hise 1w Cistin
irmes
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g they can free, along: with paper,
clothes, plasses. dimmerwire. haireuts,
nnyihing they con

Hopkins. Whiit Jdu they =ay when they
FL'I up e sOmaone {1 "'|'Irl.'|-'|-'lill'|l'lh ROMTIE-
1mng!

Jueks, They will say, ““We're w Chriz-
fimn group, We're tryong to help gt kids
off drugs. I you don, help us out, we'll
feally appreciate it and God will bless
il

Wasson, And what kind of drog pros
pram do they have?

Jucks. They have no drug program
whalsoever

Hopkins: Tsn'1 it hypocrisy for them 1o
rip off the system when they Ratly con-
demm 12 in-all its aspecis—churchos. gov:
ermment, education, jobs?

Jncks. David Berg inkes the aibiode,

[} 1ake anything the devil has nnd use it
for God's glory. ™

Hopdins. A year apo [ wrote the TRS (o
ask for thelr most recent financial report
on the COG. They wrote back, ™ We have
no record of 1the COG as being listed as an
exempl arganization.” This $ugeests that
an investigation of the financial operation
af the CONG in this country would be in
arder

Jacka. It's long overdue,

Hopkins. To get back 1o the MO letiers,
Iwirtrue that Berg clums wo have received
messages from oceull sources’

Wasson. He Hes o number of what he
calls “spiritual counselors”™ (the Bible
colls them ‘‘Familigr spiries™) that give
him revelations, supposedly from  God.
His main counsclor in Abrahim, a sup-
posed Gypsy king who hns been dead for
i thousued vears, who enters into Moses
David's body  pnd speaks through his
mouth in a brokea-English diuleet. The
messapes Lhat come, s vou will sce, e
hlasphermies and heresies, filled with ar-
rogance;, pride, and fest, There are doz-
ens of these counselors. Hesides Abr-
hum. there are Rasputin, the Pied Piper,
Joan of Are, Qliver Cromwell, Merlin the
Mapgician. Willinm dennings Brygn, Mar-
tm Luther, onil many morc

Hopk bns, i medn he aciually ¢liome

thmt he is in communicntion with 1hese
peaple”
- MWamsan. Oh, yes, Thiot they enter inbo
his body il apeik Lo hom, Many of these
revielations come in the muddle ol fhe
pight wfer he's prinved the pomp winb s
hittle wine.

Heopkins, Do yow bive o MO leter dn
wheh he describes this mellod

Wamson, Yeu. InJeawy ol New | March,
19740, Herg states, " When | get drumk, |
yield v Giosd s apint. - . o Hyon el infua.
roated , by, ol just makes yWou even moee
free im the dpirir—at least o does with
me.

Hopling, Dhd | orehd somewhciy o
MO lemer thet he gliimis 1 have sexual
retntions with spiries”?

Waasor, D finitely He hos mentioned

A [ 560)

ina |'I1.II1.‘I.hEl' of letters hie sewusl tnyolve-
wienf with gpirits wham he calls "god-
d:ss+\. " But these spiniis have became so
pgiressive [nrely ba ndmits 1o being sfraid
of them, In MO L' dewedsiSeptember.
I9TRY, he says reencding the goddesses:
1 HUMPED INTD (NE OF Lhite women
the diber neght when the light was out in
ithe hall. They were wuiting for me and
whispering 1o each other ‘Ewvery-
oy keep quiel. Be still so nothing will
dispurt the steep of David® (Mars ex-
plains; “He wias talking about the whis-
perl'lau and giggling of the ghddesses oul-
sidedhe door where they wiil their fumm Lo
make love 1o him ™

Jhcks. He seeks the hielp ol a palm
reader in one letier, In The Green Dour
he visits hell

Wasson. The fetter Madame M Sulili-
tled ™ from one payvchic o another.” was
written al the time his son Paul {known as
A in the cult) either jumped or fell to
his denth inthe Alps in 1973 He tells of
visiting o Gypsy fortune-teller called Ma-
dome M. She told him some really wild
things, Here™s o sample: 1 THINK oLl
HELTEVE IN REINCARNATION, DoN'T
YoUT (David: ‘In s sense,” T answered,
‘It is as though Abralem my angelic
helper comes m and blends with my
body.'} Madame M coobinuves, 'You
HAVE SUCH POWER'—LIKE MERLIN THE
Magician!' (In other words, 1 could have
the power of the greatest of the magicians
of the world to help me if | wanted ir, even
like Meriin the Magician, King Arthur’s
cour magician!)”

Jucks. MO has s long history of astrol-
ogy. palm reading. and that sort of thing.
Hels fobowed Jeape Divon for vebis,

ins. Whnt states do the MO iet
ters have in the colonies? Are 1hey pliuced
on the snme level s Senplure?

Jucks. Let me answer in Dakid Berg's
owh words, [n Aogust, 1973, he wrote ina
leter called O Boeedes! 1 want (o
frankly tell you, il there 15 o choice be-
tween reading your Bible, | want fatell
\ thit you better remd whait God sand
L , in preference 1o what he nad 2,000
or #0000 years ape. Then when yot'ee
gnth:n done residing the latest MO Jetiers,
yorld ciim g bac K o reénding the Bible
' b, 1'we been told thot whén o
mewe MO letier hits the colony, the knls go
wild,

Waasan. Oh, definitaly! They hebeve
Dowid Berg gets the big thejvica™ from
i, Heaully, thalr venenitiin of MO ap-
progiches hji::lmry. When wiis in the ool
Ay Ul Houston . i was ek pedted thit ey
oo MO letiers ware cead 1here would e
recgived confirming prophecies from Lhe
divgiples, Jike. " Y, this g my sepvont
Dawid. Hear him and obey him, Thus
sodth the Lord ™ He detfinitely betiovies he
i Chnd " v enchtime, praphet. He belicves he
i the fulfillment of those Ol Testmen
metsages wihich relel w K}ng Dionwvind, welwa
s Do comi inthe futoee Eeekie) ¥4 pml

37 Hosea 3, and the hke, OF ouree . mext
theologinns believe theze passages refer
tn lesua Christ. And he t12uches that
many of the Children of ‘God will be
Among the 144,000 spoken about in Reve-
tanion ¥ and 14 He believes they are Israch
restared.

T bviously, comparig hmseff 10 King
Trivid and Moses serves very nicely for
hix pyramid tvpe of lendership Strucluce.
with peaalties Tor disobedience 16 God's
endiime leader IF your leader 18 wrong,
Gl will judpe. him: B won must obey
your leader. There was 4 cixe in Lox
Angeles in the early days when Abraham
{nny enrly COG lesder) was giving a class
of obeying leadership, and ths i) Ustra-
uion wasy used: I your leader had told
you Lo stand an o corner and wimness, and
o truck came beanng dowin on you, ym that
case vou might be able to move, Diher-
wise, it is your duty toeber, period. " The
result of this sort of indocipmation is u
reign of terfor. II vou even guesizon in
vour mind Moses® leadership, God will
know it and you will be judged

Hopkins. What about sex in the COG?
There have been rumars of immorality
wnd hanky-panky inthe higher echelons
Are they true?

Jueks. Extramanitul relutionships, defi-
nitely, Berg cites Abrmhum, Solomon
Diwid, and so on, us examples for his
having concubines, The top leaders have
scyunl affairs with girks in the group, Bul
the disciples themselves are peactically
cunuchs lor o vear or so unt:l they el
martied in the COG.

Wasson. This fooling around with ses
goes wiy back. Marnied couples were en-
courgged s 0 proup 1o parhcipate 0
“skinny-dipping —swimmongin the
nude. 1t was gonsidered unicvolilivnary
ol o paricipare. And OO0 members
will da almost anything to avoid being
willed wnrevolimionary. 10 was alse policy
for all marmied couples 1o aiter] cvening
“leadership traming '’ sessions at the TSO
{Texas Soul Clinic) Runch in west Tesans
in the early days of the CO0G . These wes-
wuns wonbd be lod by Dovid Beop, and ms
milter what subfect they “red b
abour, they wlwiwys ended ap o the sl
ject of sex, wath Davild Berz guite, Tre-
yuenily lesding the couples inin o misss
Iove -miskng session while he looked
on, Then this docteine camé up thil wils
labight, wely anssng e Lwp ladership
“all things commion, ' bused vn A s 244
Ihey gippligd the "l things™ even’ G
wives andd husbands. The wiles aml hun
bani-awapping wus ool caplicily von
dvmed oo MO Tener, ol i was allivasd
wind puarticipated in by e top lesdership
Hinl afier the NBC YUhronolagoe ' pro
pram, which Exposed some ol the mner
wirrkinges of the C'0MG they poonid kead anad
furhinde any more of this to e on foir o
bertel peraosd, Pher it resimed

Juehs. Listen tothis goode fvom Beamn
el Bee Hiecnt lanlye, 09740 There wore s
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Iot of nmes whien bwould peck up A
girl, mon necesaarily Becuuse 1 needed 1
ke bowve fo her sexaally, alchough 1 of-
ren did in the lopg ron, B just Taf coms
pomonship. Sometmes | did ot as much, if
nol more, for hed sake than éven far mine.
Because after 1alking with her for same
time. sbe felt so much lgve thit she
wanted to make bove, and | wanted 1
make her huppy. And those gifls uauall
think that they haven't done themr job arf
earned their salt (ill they've gone all tha
way  Berg actually encourages formcond
tion for the purpose of winning disciples)
He saovi, “To go ns Bar as Kissing them o
the mouth or deep-kissing them so tha
thev eet their germs and everyibing o
vou, that's a pretty big sucrifice.
have showh the warld every'other kind ul‘_
lowe N we're going Lo go us far s
giving them other forms of physical love,
evan sexunl love. 1o minister 1o one of
thelrfinest and greatess poeds ™ In Fliriy
Litefe Fivhe (March. 1974) there s a picy
ture of a mermatd making love 1o.a naked
man with the caption, *Hooker lor Jes
SU§ The COMS mow consmders the

Fhimty Fish Ministry” one of ils most
mmporiant, and there are & number ol ru:-:
cent MO letters on the subject. Basically
it means religonls prostitution, and they
are really into it now. As o fesull. recent
reporis fram inside the proup state that
veneredl disgase i hot uncommon and
rthat there are numbers of mothers with-
gl hushands (the COG calls tham “wid-
eris

Hoplins. 107s reporied that muany of the
COG marmages wre really commaon-law
linisons. without benefit of clergy. T thiy
ITise™

Wasson. In the bBeginning, the COG
tapght that o muarriage lcense wilk st a
piece of puper and wiusn't reully necess
sary. The noiun)] marmage wos when you
went 1o bed. They had what they called
hetrothals—a kind of unoificial ceremony
in the colony. Then when the OO
starfed dealing with Fred lordion (8 Lod
Anpeles evangelist and early, benefoctof
of the COHZ who liter repudiated the
movement], he wiunted the kds (o get
lepal memages. so thal many ol them did
pet legilly marsied after thit time 1 would
way ahout half of the COC are legally
mumed o somcéone, slthough only @
yimall per cont wie living with thew owi
fegal husbuand or wile ARl marmisge s, meis
dentally. have 1o be approved By Lhe k-
grahup. To gooon with the effee) of rhe
COG spon marped Nle. Mo giing b
gupe from & MO lgiier called G Wit |
Clad Breuks L martsages oerder tind
he might joon each of the parbes together
i himsell Hie nps T v r||.||k.I1.|r|||'w.1
or-childien to make wp hes bride i rhe res)
al the Tommaly’ refuses w Tolloswe. He is the
worst ‘npperenffer’ of all The
greatest destrower ol home wnl Tamily of
any sonly? IT yord v min Tarsiku
viriir huisbamd or wile oo the Lord G some

Ciml ™

FEBRUARY |8 1977

'Maoses” David Berg, September, 1870

time or another, you have not forsaken
ull”

Hopldnsg Godf 15 n the business of
breaking up families? | thought that wis
the devil s business!

Wasnson: In the letter Mamantafn Mold
Dnvid Berg promoled topless bathing and
encouraged the girls nol o wear tnder-
garments, and since that day only o hand-
il ot girls in the COG have bean wearing
a bra

Jockis. MOy preatest pride pow s hig
new sex book. He says 1 15 hotler thun
anything tn the |otest sex shops. It's
gilled Free Sex. On the cover nre a nude
fellow and girl, ind the whaole thing is full
of MO leners on sex, But the freakies!
thmg s his letter called Reveditiomngn
Love Makidg, 1018 nhsolutely The grossest
thimge you "ve ever seen an your ife. | don e
know how 1o describe 11

Haophins. There ure prctures of people
actunlly eagaged in varieus forms of in
tercourse. Belfore we leave this sex thing.
hiow cun the colomes remuin cléan with
thin lscivious material bemg fed into the
members” minds"

Jucks, The COG s degeneruling. Da
Vil Berg is peitmg maore and more nbs
pornography,  spicitism. astroflogy,  amd
viher (ar-sll  ihengs—sibstituiing  Chis
gairbmige Tor the fomdomental Chisiran
ey,

Haopkins, The MO jeters ahiand wirh
fompr=ledter wordy, Is Uks sord ol D ge
conmimaon o the coloniss?

Jueken. Mot ol the Ulihlees of Closd, Gl
thie way town o e lowest disciple
swenr ke picntes, Even when they, wit
ness, they use fonr-letier words, They
Prielaiowi=’ bt ].:u.'lrll. theim reluite o people an
the strect

Hophkins. The MO letters gside, o
dot LG I|1'..'|.'|||'\-H}' LA T witly 1l
ductremal teaghings ol miost aibme ale-
pemnataons?

Wasson, In the bopinmog the L0

laught preily much strmght Bible. The
maii Bille teacheis weie Joab anod Jie!
Wordsworth, Justirecently, however,
these 1w men were denpunced by Moves
David and cicommunicaied. He wirle 1w
the colontes, *Any dciple in possession
of Joel’s letters hod beiter destray them
immediately or be in danger al excommu
nication if found with them in his posses-
sion. " Thiy is hike kicking the Bible aul of
the COG. Because pracncally all of the
Bible lessons i the COG were writien by
loel Wordsworth, Mow hus wnilings are
contraband. The point 5 thut COG theol
ogy s npw based entirely on the MO
letters. Those letters wre forallv Resesy
and blasphemy, They encourage wilch
creft, religious prostifution, immoralily,
cursing, rebellion, bitterness, hotred
Another thing David Berg teaches is les:
banism, In Women e Love {December
19730 he writes. speaking of sexunl reli
tionships between two women: “When
He's speaking of love, He [God] auwve il
your do it love, sgusnst such thereg s no
law, right VI it < eel love. So why noe? T
15 WOT EXTLICITLY FORBIDDEX SLUCH as
TS WITH MEN WITH MEN. Mule homi
sexnabiy s cxpressly, defimiely and spe
cifically forbislden und ciryed and called
soadgimy, o that case o s absoliotely fir
bidden ind 4 xive. But | don'vsee ung 1've
never been able 1o find any place in the
Bible where il is forbidden (ob uren.”

Dravid Berg ulso believes in uniyersal-
ism, Hete's whut he savs in this legler (L0
Hirrlex L.%fl'l'il 19734 “ 1N mever e siidirs
fed wotil @veevhidy on o eanh s saved.
which will mever huppen o colrse. Bui
I'm looking Torsward fofhe day when
everybody or a1 Tedsst almeslt evarybody
will be soved=—il leust thefe won't be
many lelt ' Hell ol any.” Also on the
subject of Jesus: Duvid Berg suvd in R
sl ey A From persomil revela
tioons and Bible sty 1 am convonced 1hat
Jesus Himusgll conld have empoved His
Father s owwnm Creatuan of sesial ooy
il sovme of 1he waovmen He lived with
particilarly Moy and Murtha, and wel
witbhoad g Why shoenld b Basv e Been asen
for Chrse o lovie ennmed ses ihad He
Himgell haal ¢reated

Hophing. In view of all these nonhi
il lelii |1|I||t'l- I.‘Lll Rarvie Pigee fi kel i
Berg's disgiplies, sohar wonild v sy
abitit the sPrTILLHLE st ial T L LREAR -
j"|11' vl ey ol TG

Jineks L comviicesd il oo dhae ey
chin s it e mPoers wetre rn s ol
really received Jestin jis 1l [ AT
savionr when they potevesd the oo
Sulvition weries were really
Faalnn 2 kb, Boimaemes V88 B0, Bomans 3420
el B2 Tolan 1012, Bewelarhan V20 Ll
witl entphases o the
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Hibade wlecicasing

W s H,I'\-lnj; oV eaib R b i ly
Chrtat 't that g thang ansmade he
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witngssing maching, producing muore in-
comic and more disciples for King Dhevid,
Hoplins, Let's move an o OO0 es-
chatology
Jucks, David Berg £ 0 very upocalyptic
person. and he believes the whale
workd— America firat of all —is under im-
pending doom. |le believes that swe are
[iving tn the last geaeration, and that the
Linired Seates i the “greatl prosiiiuie fhot
sits ommany walers " and the *Babylon™
of Revelation. Another interesting thing
i» David Berg's courtship of Mu smmar
Cadaffi, the radical strong man of Libya.
Berg beligves the Children of God are
pctually going-lo rile the planet Earth
before Jesus Chnw relurms. He says that
they will evangelize the world and that
Gadaffi will help them by making o péace
pact with lirael
Wasson, David ['erg is inlo ostrology.
and he saw Koholilek (the **Christmns
comet” of 1973, which was to have been
the brighiest of the century bui fizzled) ns
& sipgn of America’s coming destruction
on or before January 31, 1974, A loi of the
COG wrote thelr parents and friends in
the United States saying. “Get oul, get
out, while there s still a chance. America
15 poing bo fall ™" The COG wore placards
end parnded up and down the strects of
almost every miger ity i the free world
saying. ' Yet forty df vi and Mineveh shall
be destroved. ™ And of course the comet
Just fizeled our. £
Hopkias, IT Americo i 1o be destroyed
by God, then who is going to fight m the
Battle of Armageddon?
Jucks. Durpel s going to be invaded by
Russin (Gog and Megog), according to
Erekicl 38 and 39. The United Stotes wall
get involved, and lirnel and Americn will
Mo down the drain, A world Commimist
poverament will be set up. Armageddon
will take ploce nt Christ'd eelurm, ol the
end ol the sevin years, The séventh
trumpet will be blown, omd Jesus will
come in the chwedys wath sl of God s péo-
rlc riaing 10 meel him, This, Berp be-
teves, will 1ake place i WY
Hophkins. Wouldn 't vou ay that dae of
the appeals of The OO s 10 be purt ol nn
elite group through whom God's promi-
ses and puirposcs ke 1o be Mlfilled
Jueks. Yen, indeed. 10w uovery secoure
feeling. You feel theit you ore super-im-
portant. thal you wone  Know whil's
Qg on
Wakson, Do’ oldivst son, Adreon
ithe e whs diedd), Wi oo song, W
arg the E3 000 Wi b vl o B b
T
Hophins, Wit about siormgnis o the
Children of God™
Jocks! They starfed omf hapteng
septer in the vurly alays, Phey i 1 by
imrmerabon. Hol i) became o combersome
Chimgs tin o o they puat stopped dhoing (1
Wasson, Unce in o hong whils—mivbe
ot Christmas or seame speuihl seishnn—
they 1L get o hotle of wine pod o load pf
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bread and have Communion. Bul they
donli do it regularfy

Hopkins. Are the charismatic gifts
pragticed in the COGT

assen. All claim they are Spirit-bap-
tized and pray in tongues: On healing, the
Chiliren of God believe that suffering
often is the judgment of God. So when
they| proy for someons who is sick, they
ask the Lord o show the person where he
has sinned so he will confess und 5o be
healed '

pkins. Do they believe in natural
childbirth?

J Yeu For o long time the women
gave birth to their babies in the colonmes
But Fh::r have lost some children in the
post two of three years, so more of them
hava been poing to hospitls.

Hopkins, Whist js their pohcy on medi-
cine E:'Id doctars™

Jueks. They're opposed to people who
try th make money out of people’s afflic-
tong. IF you have faith and get better,
lhznlyuu gel brownie poimts; but if you
don't. then there's no condemnation
about going to o doctor,

Hopkins, Whai happens on Sundsy in
thfriﬂﬂ’." Is it & speciol day?

chs, Mo, not at all. IF they have s rest
day ot all, it's usvally on Sunday. But
therd s no s&1 day of the Lord

Hopkins. 11’4 reported that the Bergs
and their retinue live like kings while
mosl of the lowly disciples languish in
poverty. 1s this an exaggeration”

J Mo, I think it's well founded.
David Berg doesa’t live lavishly, but he
doed live comfortably—eery comboris-
biy. 1 know for o faci thai John Treadwell
{Jethro) has always lived very nicely in
the }DG He's always had u nice apart:
menl, hes laken fencing lessons, and jets
wroynd the world like un pristocrng—all
on s expense pcbount

Anex-member told me thitin
the eolony where he wis in Texus they
ate moldy bread spd whitever cheop food
they could scronnge,

Wasson. Although the digt of the regi-
Iur disciples wis very pour in elirlier duys,
winee the practice of sellimg the MO fet-
teri becime big, more money is available
il dieta ore moch mproved, |n poorer
purts of the warld, however, they can sl
he yery had

Hophins. I Gar tosuy Thint Berg toler-
migs - porents only iF they support the
gt

Jacks. Thit s riht Thisis what he sisys
it parentn an Wie Ave o Bebels”
Mk, 100N View, oar plarents, e
e anrcat Giosbadofvany . et
hipaking. dnxancdy rebellions rebels of
all wirerg, whiy e on the bk ol the-
atrovyl g and pedlintings Al of s ail oor
wirld i we do not rise up ageiisl you
I he mamerve ol Choadd ol ey 1o stop vk fran
yisdr sieidal madness of toml gonoide
Tos Hell with youp devifish vovlem, Muy
Ehovd s yor uLMIi.wmy: Beirty '

|

Hopkins: What about the charge of
bruoinwashing?

Jacks. The Children of God de nol
brainwash. They do not withhold food or
sleep or anything like that. Leaders are
not traiwed in the art of mind control

Hopkins. Yet Jhere are kids who come
out of the C and insisi ihey were
brainwashed. And their parents say that
when they were in they hod the glassy
stare and the programmed grin. Ted Pat-
rick now claims 1o have deprogrammed
maore than 1,200 young people from the
COG and simlar cults

Wasson. We have had cormespondence
with 250 1o 300 ex-members who were n
anywhere from (wo to seven Vears. -
cluding long-term members who were in
leadership all the way up to the top. One
thing they nre all adamant about is thi
they were not braipwashed MNone of
them feel that their mind or their fres will
‘was ever taken from them.

Hopkins: Then vou don't believe in ihe
concept of mind-comtrol—thn people can
be programmed info s cult and then need
to be deprogrammed our?

Wasson. Mot at all. 1 o believe in the
Bible. The Bible teaches that we we free
motil agents, If people believe a e, they
chuuse 1o believe a hic. A3 a molter of
fact, God will fend them a lie if they
refuse to accept the truth. He will send u
“errong delusion”” becaise they have re
jected the truth (1 Thess. 2000).

Hogpking. Then what s your alternutive
to deprogramming ?

Wasson. There are very dew 1n Ihe
COG today whg wouldn't think serlously
ubout feaving if they fad what they ¢on-
siglered un avdepialle glreenarive . Those
ol us who are working in “Recovery™
believe thal those who hive been through
the COG wnd similir groups gml have
mide it out OLK. are the most copable of
understanding the particular problems of
gkl and bondoge that lormer members
complam of. Juat knowing there nre vik-
ern who have ““mude it out™ in o major
help to those who waold Bike to leave But
duubt they could make i on the suiside
Wi are plomming for the near fature o
course for former calt members i v her
interested persons dealing with (he spe-
diinl mimstry amd problems of the  Mew
Age Cults, " Alwo. we ufe propaning tupes
apdd lériure for foomer members ond
thew Tamibes i an ellort 1o help them
thronageh ahie dliffeul drans omal time, We
fuvthier exped 1 npen ol keast one recow
ey cenier where former memhers cin
dime md et therr haads Bopeiier
whaere we will affer copnsel ol encionr
wpement. All ol thess elfuris wall be con-
et Ifllllh lhe hl.‘lp ol Tormier cull mem
bers

Hopking. Whui in your jodgmien e the
future of the U006

Woinssaver, My opanion is Vhal the orgiin
sablgn canml sirvive maodh lnger. The
thing rthat fodds o regether < Pvid
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Berg I he goes, thire's o one peryon
whi has the churisma to inspire the loy:
ey of the thousands of divciples. Aned the
leadership 1= torn asunder by batter rival:
ries and pockeving for power. Thers 15 4
good Shance the group would spi i
varbous fachions led. by rfaval. leaders—
Yane Berg ' Mother Eve ), John Tread-
well (Jethea'' ). Maria, Joshus, Rachel,
andso forch, Mar 15 right ap there next
i MO Bug she has no charfsma s all,

Jacks. But il anyone wanted Lo prab the
rengna of the COG . he swould have 1o go
with her. She will have o strong bargnin:
ing position. Even though she Tacks the
chapisma or the kpow-how 10 runthe or-
pamzation. whoever wanls Lo tuke over
will have to go with her. One reason for
this 15 that MO has prophesied that Maria
will be the oracle’ of God. There have
been similar  prophecies about Rachel
{who married o wealthy lalan member of
the COG).

Hopkins. Tell me. as you lonk bagk on
vaur expenence. do you feel that you
learned something” Have there been iny
pasitive results?

Jocks, In"'s hard 16 look back on 545
years of vour Life and not find something
there tha) was good. [ still feel very close
1o those whom | knew in the group. We
have been through a lo together. Ac-
tually, David Berg is and always hays been
the corrupting factor in the COG. If it
hadn't been far him, the COG could have
been a force for good instead of far evil, 1
really believe that. Cine thing no ore cin
deny 15 these are some 'of the most coms
mitted young people in the world. And ns
ind iwiduals in the COG are sel free from
the Berg Influence, they fufm out 1o be
zoime of the most commitied Chritiians in
the warld, " He thai is forgiven mich lov-
eih much ©

Wasinn, For me | puess i wus Tike
Murme Bool camp: T wouldn't do it agon
for anything, bur 1 wouldn't 1nde the
enperiEnce for anything . The fucr is after
graduining frém 2 Bible college and heing
o denominutionsl minister T was lpoking
for something more. The origina gouls
and wision of the C0OG were good. With
thes broud experence in the sires of the
“Mew Ape Culis” | behieve Crodd has pro
jected me mito-u miskary which hus un-
[imuted potenfnl | eould never huve un
derstoad it hod | oot been throogh
Forhups someone ol coulid hawve, hat |
comldn't, | thunk Goel | con allier refissin
ance 1o Lhe victms amd Tomibie s ol these
cults, paat dinoam o gldor Bl g pme wi
b been There: Mol s onme ondemming
il pis nl'li:lllry_i\-l'll [|




