


The Children Of God:
Disciples
Of Deception

MOSES David Berg claims to be the "original
founder" of the Jesus revolution. He is a for-
mer Christian and Missionary Alliance minis-

ter who in 1968 began a ministry to hippies in Huntington
Beach, California. It has grown into a globe-encircling
network of 800 "colonies" (commune)' in seventy coun-
tries. There are reportedly 5, 000 full-time disciples, two-
thirds of them male; fewer than 15 percent are in the
United States. Since his "retirement" in 1970, Berg, now
fifty-seven, has maintained a low prone in Europe, but
he carries on his role of latter-day prophet (Moses) and
King of Israel (David) by writing a profusion of "MO"
letters—more than 500 in five years. These he mails to his
colonies to be printed and distributed or street corners in
exchange for donations.
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the COG used brainwashing methods, proceeded to kid-
nap (he prefers "rescue") and "deprogram" disciples at
the behest of distraught and desperate parents.

In recent years 'the COG has undergone radical
changes in both theology and methodology. The MO
letters have become increasingly sex-oriented. Berg,
who is said to have several concubines, insists that his
letters are "God's Word for today" 'and have supplanted
the biblical Scriptures (God's Word for yesterday). Yet
the letters endorse some totally unbiblical practices.

Much of the . truth about the- COG is shrouded in
secrecy. But in July, 1973, Jack and Connie Wasson
(whose "Bible" names were Titnotheus and Gracie)
broke with the COG. Connie had been one of the original
four dozen members in Huntington Beach; Jack had'
been involved for just a year. Two years later, in July,
1975, David Jacks (Jonathan Archer in the COG) repu-
diated Berg as a false prophet and left the organization.
Jacks, a member for over five years, had helped to pi-
oneer South America for the COG. He was a COG
archbishop and had access to top-level information de-
nied to ordinary disciples and to leaders of lower rank. In
the following interview these two young men—Jack Was-
son, 28, and David Jacks, 24—hope to alert the public to
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the evils being perpetrated by David Berg on his follow-
ers (many of whom, they believe, are sincerely motivated
Christian young people). Their charges can be fully doc-
umented from Berg's own writings.

Contact was made with Eugene "Happy" Wotila
shortly before this article went to press. Wotila's seven-
plus years in the COG date back to the sect's beginnings
in Huntington Beach. Known as Joab, he was a leading
Bible teacher in the sect. In October, 1975, he was

excommunicated by Berg for raising questions about
COG teachings, among other things. His statements'
confirm the basic information provided in the interview
with Wasson and Jacks.

Joseph M. Hopkins, the interviewer, is the author of a
book on the Children of God scheduled to be published
this summer by Acton House. He is a professor in the
Department of Religion and Philosophy at Westminster
College, New Wilmington, Pennsylvania.

Hopkins. Very few people have seen a
picture of David Berg. What is he like?

Jacks. He's in his mid-fifties. A frail
man. He has a bad heart. He's got gray
hair and sometimes wears a goatee. He
has a large nose. And he has a strong face,
strong features. He has piercing eyes, and
when you meet him he seems like he's
really checking you out—not in a friendly
way but in a very probing way that puts
you on the defensive. Sometimes he rants
and raves like a madman. Everybody is
afraid of him. One time, while we were in
Texas, he came in with a large chain and
started throwing it down on the table,
screaming that he had come to set the
captives free from the system.

Hopkins. David, you were in the COG
throughout most of its history. Would you
describe a few of the changes?

Jacks. The COG started out small and
grew rapidly. When I joined there was just
one traveling colony of a hundred mem-
bers, with David Berg teaching the
classes. Berg's immediate family were
the key leaders. However, as the organization grew, people with business experi-
ence were recruited, and they soon rose
to prominence in the group The strategy
is still evangelism, but the messages are
100 per cent different. It's not so much
Jesus Christ any more; it is Moses David.
Anil the methods arc different. Before, it
was street evangelism. Now it's peddling
literature for money.

Hopkins. What about discipline?
Jacks. When 1 first joined the COG. it

was very regimented. But as David
Berg's goals changed, mote liberties were
granted to the lowly disciples. Now. with
permission, they can date—even dale
people outside the organization. They
can also go to movies. By relaxing the
rules. I think Berg is trying to bu\ accep-
tance, to gain popularity and mole follow-
ers. Drugs and tobacco are still taboo, but
alcohol is permitted m moderation -- usually only at parties.

Hopkins. You say when you first joined
there was just one traveling colony. What
is the set-up now ?

Jacks. Now colonies range from six to
twelve full-time followers. The colony
leader is called a shepherd. When it gets
more than twelve members, a colony has
to divide and create a new one. Three
(sometimes two) colonies form a district,
presided over by a district shepherd

Three districts form a region, headed by a
regional shepherd. Three regions consti-
tute a bishopric, presided over by a
bishop, and three bishoprics constitute an
archbishopric, headed by an archbishop.
Three archbishoprics constitute a minis-
try, governed by a minister; and three
ministries constitute a prime ministry,
ruled over by a prime minister. At the
time I left there were four prime ministers
in the COG, They are members of the
board of directors called "the King's
Counselors. " It's a pyramid type of gov-
ernment, rule from the top down.

Hopkins. How important are the MO
letters?

Wasson. The COG disciples believe
the MO letters are the inspired word of
God for today—and the Bible was the
inspired word of God for yesterday. For
this reason the MO letters are called the
"New Wine" and the Bible the "Old
Wine. " There are at this time more than
500 MO letters; and besides this, there-
are a number of tapes that have been sent
out by MO to the colonies. The first MO
letter was called The Old Chunk and the
New Church. Berg had a wife but had
been living with his secretary. Maria, and
the word was beginning to get out. He
was either going to have to repent or to
sidestep the situation, which is what he
chose to do. There was a meeting in Mon-
treal. Canada, in 1969. David Berg had
this prophecy about "the old church and
the new church. " In it he said that Maria
was the new church and Jane Berg, his
wife, was the old church, and that Clod
was putting away the old church, Jane,
because she hail been a hindrance to the
work. In her place God was giving him a
new wife. Maria. David Berg was doing
what was explicitly forbidden by Scrip-
ture, and he knew it. To justify himself, he
had to come up with something that was
at least as authoritative as Scripture, if
not mote so That was the very first MO
letter. Hopkins. Aren't there various catego-
ries of MO letters?

Jacks. Here they are. First there are the "G. P. " (General Public) letters -- the
ones they sell on the street. After that
come the "D. F. O. " I Disciples and
Friends Only) letters. Next "D O "
(Disciples Only) Then "L. T. O "
(Leadership Training Only) And after
that. "L. O" (Leaders Only) He even

has "R. F. O. " (Royal Family Only) let-
ters.

Hopkins. With David Berg out of the
country, how are these letters processed'

Wasson. Copies are sent to area lead-
ers, who print them up for the colonies.
COG headquarters formerly got $. 25 roy-
alty per disciple on each letter as it was
issued. But now at least 40 per cent of all
the money the kids make on the street
"witnessing" is sent to higher administra-
tive levels. The remaining 60 per cent or
less is used to finance the colonies. Ac-
cording to a recent issue of the New Na-
tion News (the official COG news publi-
cation), 218. 108, 922 MO letters were dis-
tributed in a 4'/4-year period beginning
October 1. 1971, which breaks down to
approximately 4. 3 million per month.

Jacks. In Peru and Bolivia, over a pe-
riod of a year and a half, we passed out 1. 5
million letters, which was one letter for
every twelve people in those two coun-
tries.

Hopkins. What is the average donation?
Jacks. Down there it was maybe $. 08 a

letter. Here in the States, they get any-
where from $. 05 to $1. 00 per letter. Berg
gets 10 per cent of that. And of course he
derives income from other sources, too—
the kids who "forsake all, " contributions
from sympathetic parents and friends.
and so on. Benefactors are called "kings"
and "queens. " Berg teaches that you
should use them but don't let them use
you. But witnessing is the basic means of
income. Kids go out on the streets for six
to ten hours a day. In the States they bring
in from $25 to $100 a day each. On the
basis of ten people, that would mean $500
to $1, 000 a day per colony, or $2, 500
$5, 000 per week This income is almost
pure profit. Some letters cost less than. 1
penny to print. At some of their discotheques (Poor Boy clubs) They now charge
entrance fees. They put their slogans on
coffee cups and sell little gold yokes and
Mo tee shirts with COG slogans such as
"I am a toilet" on them. They're marketing tapes and albums.

Hopkins. Is the term "spoiling Egypt"
still in vogue ?

Jacks. Not in the old way, it's bad public relations. But Berg still espouses this
philosophy of using the system but not
letting it use you. They still practice "provisioning" - getting all the food and lodging



they can free, along with paper,
clothes, glasses, dinnerware, haircuts,
anything they can.

Hopkins. What do they say when they
go up to someone to "provision" some-
thing?

Jacks. They will say. "We're a Chris-
tian group. We're trying to help get kids
off drugs. If you can help us out. we'll
really appreciate it and God will bless
you. "

Wasson. And what kind of drug pro-
gram do they have?

Jacks. They have no drug program
whatsoever.

Hopkins. Isn't it hypocrisy for them to
rip off the system when they flatly con-
demn it in all its aspects—churches, gov-
ernment, education, jobs?

Jacks. David Berg takes the attitude,
"I'll take anything the devil has and use it
for God's glory. "

Hopkins. A year ago I wrote the IRS to
ask for their most recent financial report
on the COG. They wrote back. "We have
no record of the COG as being listed as an
exempt organization. " This suggests that
an investigation of the financial operation
of the COG in this country would be in
order.

Jacks. It's long overdue.
Hopkins. To get back to the MO letters,

is it true that Berg claims to have received
messages from occult sources?

Wasson. He has a number of what he
calls "spiritual counselors" (the Bible
calls them "familiar spirits") that give
him revelations, supposedly from God.
His main counselor is Abrahim, a sup-
posed Gypsy king who has been dead for
a thousand years, who enters into Moses
David's body and speaks through his
mouth in a broken-English dialect. The
messages that come, as you will see, are
blasphemies and heresies, filled with ar-
rogance, pride, and lust. There are doz-
ens of these counselors. Besides Abra-
him. there arc Rasputin, the Pied Piper,
Joan of Arc, Oliver Cromwell, Merlin the
Magician. William Jennings Bryan, Mar-
tin Luther, and many more.

Hopkins. You mean he actually claims
that he is in communication with these
people?

Wasson. Oh. yes. That they enter into
his body and speak to him. Many of these
revelations come in the middle of the
night after he's primed the pump with a
little wine.

Hopkins. Do you have a MO letter in
which he describes this method?

Wasson. Yes. In Jesus and Sex (March,
1974). Berg states. "When I get drunk, I
yield to God's spirit..... If you get intox-
icated, why, it just makes you even more
free in the spirit—at least it does with
me. "

Hopkins. Did I read somewhere in a
MO letter that he claims to have sexual
relations with spirits?

Wasson. Definitely. He has mentioned

in a number of letters his sexual involve-
ment with spirits whom he calls "god-
desses. " But these spirits have become so
aggressive lately he admits to being afraid
of them. In MO Li'l Jewels (September
1976), he says regarding the goddesses:
"I BUMPED INTO ONE OF those women
the other night when the light was out in
the hall. They were waiting for me and
whispering to each o t h e r . . . . 'Every-
body keep quiet. Be still so nothing will
disturb the sleep of David. ' (Maria ex-
plains: "He was talking about the whis-
pering and giggling of the goddesses out-
side the door where they wait their turn to
make love to him. ')"

Jacks. He seeks the help of a palm
reader in one letter. In The Green Door
he visits hell.

Wasson. The letter Madame M, subti-
tled "from one psychic to another, " was

written at the time his son Paul (known as
Aaron in the cult) either jumped or fell to
his death in the Alps in 1973. He tells of
visiting a Gypsy fortune-teller called Ma-
dame M. She told him some really wild
things. Here's a sample: " 'I THINK YOU
BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION, DON'T
YOU?' (David: 'In a sense, ' I answered.
'It is as though Abrahim my angelic
helper comes in and blends with my
body. ') Madame M continues, 'You
HAVE SUCH POWER!—LIKE MERLIN THE
MAGICIAN!' (In other words, I could have
the power of the greatest of the magicians
of the world to help me if I wanted it, even
like Merlin the Magician, King Arthur's
court magician!)"

Jacks. MO has a long history of astrol-
ogy, palm reading, and that sort of thing.
He's followed Jeane Dixon for years.

Hopkins. What status do the MO let-
ters have in the colonies? Are they placed
on the same level as Scripture?

Jacks. Let me answer in David Berg's
own words. In August, 1973, he wrote in a
letter called Old Bottles: "I want to
frankly tell you, if there is a choice be-
tween reading your Bible, I want to tell
you that you better read what God said
today, in preference to what he said 2, 000
or 4, 000 years ago. Then when you've
gotten done reading the latest MO letters,
you can go back to reading the Bible. "

Hopkins. I've been told that when a
new MO letter hits the colony, the kids go
wild.

Watson. Oh, definitely! They believe
David Berg gets the big "heavies" from
God. Really, their veneration of MO ap-
proaches idolatry. When 1 was in the col-
ony, at Houston, it was expected that after
new MO letters were read there would be
received confirming prophecies from the
disciples, like, "Yea, this is my servant,
David. Hear him and obey him. Thus
saith the Lord. " He definitely believes he
is God's endtime prophet. He believes he
is the fulfillment of those Old Testament
messages which refer to King David, who
was to come in the future: Ezekiel 34 and

37, Hosea3, and the like. Of course, most
theologians believe these passages refer
to Jesus Christ. And he teaches that
many of the Children of God will be
among the 144, 000 spoken about in Reve-
lation 7 and 14. He believes they are Israel
restored.

Obviously, comparing himself to King
David and Moses serves very nicely for
his pyramid type of leadership structure,
with penalties for disobedience to God's
endtime leader. If your leader is wrong,
God will judge him; but you must obey
your leader. There was a case in Los
Angeles in the early days when Abraham
(an early COG leader) was giving a class
on obeying leadership, and this illustra-
tion was used: "If your leader had told
you to stand on a corner and witness, and
a truck came bearing down on you, in that
case you might be able to move. Other-
wise, it is your duty to obey, period. " The
result of this sort of indoctrination is a
reign of terror. If you even question in
your mind Moses' leadership, God will
know it and you will be judged.

Hopkins. What about sex in the COG?
There have been rumors of immorality
and hanky-panky in the higher echelons.
Are they true?

Jacks. Extramarital relationships, defi-
nitely. Berg cites Abraham, Solomon.
David, and so on, as examples for his
having concubines. The top leaders have
sexual affairs with girls in the group. But
the disciples themselves are practically
eunuchs for a year or so until they get
married in the C O G . . '•••

Wasson. This fooling around with sex
goes way back. Married couples were en-
couraged as a group to participate in
"skinny-dipping"—swimming in the
nude. It was considered unrevolutionary
not to participate. And COG members
will do almost anything to avoid being
called unrevolutionary. It was also policy
for all married couples to attend evening
"leadership training" sessions at the TSC
(Texas Soul Clinic) Ranch in west Texas
in the early days of the COG. These ses-
sions would be led by David Berg, and no
matter what subject they started out
about, they always ended up on the sub-
ject of sex, with David Berg quite fre-
quently leading the couples into a mass
love-making session while he looked
on. Then this doctrine came up thai was
taught only among the top leadership:
"all things common, " based on Acts 2: 44.
They applied the "all things" even to
wives and husbands. The wife- and hus-
band-swapping was not explicitly con-
doned in a MO letter, but it was allowed
and participated in by the top leadership.
Hut after the NBC "Chronologue" pro-
gram, which exposed some of (he inner
workings of the COG, they panicked and
forbade any more of [his to go on for a
brief period. Then it resumed.

Jacks. Listen to this quote from Beauty
and the Beast (July, 1974): "There were a



lot of t i m e s . . . when I would pick up a
girl, not necessarily because I needed to
make love to her sexually. Although I of-
ten did in the long run. but just for com-
panionship. Sometimes I did it as much, if
not more, for her sake than: even for mine.
Because after talking with her for some
time, she felt so much love that she
wanted to make love, and I wanted to
make her happy. And those girls usually
think that they haven't done their job or
earned their salt till they've gone all the
way. " Berg actually encourages fornica-
tion for the purpose of winning disciples.
He says. "To go as far as kissing them on
the mouth or deep-kissing them so that
they get their germs and everything on
you. that's a pretty big sacrifice... . We
have shown the world every other kind of
love . . . . Now we're going to go as far as
giving them other forms of physical love, |
even sexual love, to minister to one of
their finest and greatest needs. " In Flirty
Little Fishy (March, 1974) there is a pic-
ture of a mermaid making love to a naked
man with the caption. "Hooker for Je-
sus. " The COG now considers the
'Flirty Fish Ministry" one of its most

important, and there are a number of recent MO letters on the subject. Basically
it means religious prostitution, and they!
are really into it now. As a result, recent
reports from inside the group state that
venereal disease is not uncommon and
that there are numbers of mothers with-
out husbands (the COG calls them "wid-
ows"!).

Hopkins. It's reported that many of the
COG marriages are really common-law
liaisons, without benefit of clergy. Is this
true?

Wasson. In the beginning, the COG
taught that a marriage license was just a
piece of paper and wasn't really necessary. The actual marriage was when you
went to bed. They had what they called
betrothals—a kind of unofficial ceremony
in the colony. Then when the COG
started dealing with Fred Jordan (a Los
Angeles evangelist and early benefactor
of the COG who later repudiated the
movement), he wanted the kids to get
legal marriages, so that many of them did
get legally married after that time. I would
say about half of the COG arc legally
married to someone, although only a
small per cent are living with their own
legal husband or wife. All marriages, inci-
dentally, have to be approved by the leadership. To go on with the effect of the
COG upon married life, I'm going to
quote from a MO letter called One Wife
"God breaks up marriages in order that
he might join each of the parties together
to himself. He rips off wives, husbands,
or children to make up his bride if the rest|
of the family refuses to follow. He is the'
worst 'ripper-offer' of all. God is the
greatest destroyer of home and family of
anybody!. . . If you have not forsaken
your husband or wife for the Lord at some

'Moses' David Berg, September, 1970

time or another, you have not forsaken
all. "

Hopkins: God is in the business of
breaking up families? I thought that was
the devil's business!

Wasson: In the letter Mountain Maid
David Berg promoted topless bathing and
encouraged the girls not to wear under-
garments, and since that day only a hand-
ful of girls in the COG have been wearing
a bra.

Jacks. MO's greatest pride now is his
new sex book. He says it is hotter than
anything in the latest sex shops. It's
called Free Sex. On the cover are a nude
fellow and girl, and the whole thing is full
of MO letters on sex. But the freakiest
thing is his letter called Revolutionary
Love Making. It is absolutely the grossest
thing you've ever seen in your life. I don't
know how to describe it.

Hopkins. There are pictures of people
actually engaged in various forms of in-
tercourse. Before we leave this sex thing.
how can the colonies remain clean with
this lascivious material being fed into the
members' minds?

Jacks. The COG is degenerating. Da-
vid Berg is getting more and more into
pornography, spiritism, astrology, and
other far-out things—substituting this
garbage for the fundamental Christian
faith.

Hopkins. The MO letters abound with
four-letter words. Is this sort of language
common in the colonies? (

Jacks. Most of the Children of God, all
the way down to the lowest disciple,
swear like pirates. Even when they wit-
ness, they use four-letter words. They
believe it helps them relate to people on
the street.

Hopkins. The MO letters aside, how
does COG theology compare with the
doctrinal teachings of most mainline de-
nominations?

Wasson. In the beginning the COG

taught pretty much straight Bible. The
main Bible teachers were Joab and Joel
Wordsworth. Just recently, however,
these two men were denounced by Moses
David and excommunicated. He wrote to
the colonies, "Any disciple in possession
of Joel's letters had better destroy them
immediately or be in danger of excommu-
nication if found with them in his posses-
sion. " This is like kicking the Bible out of
the COG. Because practically all of the
Bible lessons in the COG were written by
Joel Wordsworth. Now his writings are
contraband. The point is that COG theol-
ogy is now based entirely on the MO
letters. Those letters are totally heresy
and blasphemy. They encourage witch-
craft, religious prostitution, immorality,
cursing, rebellion, bitterness, hatred.
Another thing David Berg teaches is les-
bianism. In Women in Love (December.
1973) he writes, speaking of sexual rela-
tionships between two women: "When
He's speaking of love. He [God] says if
you do it in love, against such there is no
law, right? If it's real love. So why not? IT
IS NOT EXPLICITLY FORBIDDEN SUCH AS
i n s W I T H MEN W I T H MEN. Male homo-
sexuality is expressly, definitely and spe-
cifically forbidden and cursed and called
sodomy. In that case it is absolutely for-
bidden and a sin. But I don't see and I've
never been able to find any place in the
Bible where it is forbidden to women. "

David Berg also believes in universal-
ism. Here 's what he says in this letter Old
Bottles (April, 1973): "I'll never be satis-
fied until everybody on earth is saved,
which will never happen of course. But
I'm looking forward to the day w h e n . . .
everybody or at least almost everybody
will be saved—at least there won't be
many left in Hell if any. " Also, on the
subject of Jesus, David Berg says in Rev-
olutionary Sex, "From personal revela-
tions and Bible study, I am convinced that
Jesus Himself could have enjoyed His
Father 's own creation of sexual activity
with some of the women He lived with,
particularly Mary and Martha, and yet
without sin. Why should it have been a sin
for Christ to have enjoyed sex that He
Himself had c rea ted?"

Hopkins. In view of all these nonbibli-
cal teachings that have been imposed on
Berg's disciples, what would you say
about the spiritual state of the young peo-
ple involved in the COG?

Jacks. I am convinced that in the early
days most members were born again and
really received Jesus as their personal
Saviour when they entered (he group.
Salvation verses we're really stressed —
John 3. 16, Romans 10: 9, 10, Romans 3: 23
and 6: 23, John 1: 12, Revelation 3: 20, and
so on. However, with emphasis on the
Bible d e c r e a s i n g . . .

Wasson. Having a confrontation with
Christ isn't the big thing anymore. The
key to success in the COG is how effec-
tively a person fits into the Moses David



witnessing machine, producing more in-
come and more disciples for King David.

Hopkins. Let's move on to COG es-
chatology.

Jacks, David Berg is a very apocalyptic
person, and he believes the whole
world—America first of all—is under im-
pending doom. He believes that we are
living in the last ^eiieration, and that the
United States is the "great prostitute that
sits on many waters" and the "Babylon"
of Revelation. Another interesting thing
is David Berg's courtship of Mu'ammar
Gadaffi, the radical strong man of Libya.
Berg believes the Children of God are
actually going to rule the planet Earth
before Jesus Christ returns. He says that
they will evangelize the world and that
Gadaffi will help them by making a peace
pact with Israel.

Wasson. David Berg is into astrology,
and he saw Kohoutek (the "Christmas
comet" of 1973, which was to have been
the brightest of the century but fizzled) as
a sign of America's coming destruction
on or before January 31, 1974. A lot of the
COG wrote their parents and friends in
the United States saying, "Get out, get
out. while there's still a chance. America
is going to fall. " The COG wore placards
and paraded up and down the streets of
almost every major city in the free world
saying. "Yet forty days and Nineveh shall
be destroyed. " And of course the comet
just fizzled out.

Hopkins. If America is to be destroyed
by God, then who is going to fight in the
Battle of Armageddon?

Jacks. Israel is going to be invaded by
Russia (Gog and Magog), according to
Ezekiel 38 and 39. The United States will
get involved, and Israel and America will
go down the drain. A world Communist
government will be set up. Armageddon
will take place at Christ's return, at the
end of the seven years. The seventh
trumpet will be blown, and Jesus will
come in the clouds with all of God's peo-
ple rising to meet him. This, Berg be-
lieves, will take place in 1993.

Hopkins. Wouldn't you say that one of
the appeals of the COG is to be part of an
elite group through whom God's prom-
ises and purposes arc to be fulfilled?

Jacks. Yes, indeed. It's a very secure
feeling. You feel that you are super-im-
portant, that you alone know what's
going on.

Wasson. David's oldest son, Aaron
(the one who died), wrote a song, "We
are the 144, 000. Who else could it be but
us?"

Hopkins. What about sacraments in the
Children of God. ? Jacks. They started out baptizing in
water in the early days. They did it by
immersion. But it became a cumbersome
thing to do and they just stopped doing it.

Wasson. Once in a long while—maybe
on Christmas or some special occasion—
they'll get a bottle of wine and a loaf of

bread and have Communion. But they
don't do it regularly.

Hopkins. Are the charismatic gifts
practiced in the COG?

Wasson. All claim they are Spirit-bap-
tized and pray in tongues. On healing, the
Children of God believe that suffering
often is the judgment of God. So when
they pray for someone who is sick, they
ask the Lord to show the person where he
has sinned so he will confess and so be
healed.

Hopkins. Do they believe in natural
childbirth?

Jacks. Yes. For a long time the women
gave birth to their, babies in the colonies.
But they have lost some children in the
past two or three years, so more of them
have been going to hospitals.

Hopkins. What is their policy on medi-
cine and doctors?

Jacks. They're opposed to people who
try to make money out of people's afflic-
tions. If you have faith and get better,
then you get brownie points; but if you
don't, then there's no condemnation
about going to a doctor.

Hopkins. What happens on Sunday in
the COG? Is it a special day?

Jacks. No, not at all. If they have a rest
day at all, it's usually on Sunday. But
there's no set day of the Lord.

Hopkins. It's reported that the Bergs

Hopkins. What about the charge of
brainwashing?

Jacks. The Children of God do not
brainwash. They do not withhold food or
sleep or anything like that. Leaders are
not trained in the art of mind control.

Hopkins. Yet there are kids who come
out of the COG and insist they were
brainwashed. And their parents say that
when they were in they had the glassy
stare and the programmed grin. Ted Pat-
rick now claims to have deprogrammed
more than 1, 200 young people from the
COG and similar cults.

Wasson. We have had correspondence
with 250 to 300 ex-members who were in
anywhere from two to seven years, in-
cluding long-term members who were in
leadership all the way up to the top. One
thing they are all adamant about is that
they were not brainwashed. None of
them feel that their mind or their free will
was ever taken from them.

Hopkins. Then you don't believe in the
concept of mind-control—that people can
be programmed into a cult and then need
to be deprogrammed out?

Wasson. Not at all. I do believe in the
Bible. The Bible teaches that we are free
moral agents. If people believe a lie, they
choose to believe a lie. As a matter of
fact, God will send them a lie if they
refuse to accept the truth. He will send a
"strong delusion" because they have re-
jected the truth (II Thess. 2: 11).

Hopkins. Then what is your alternative
to deprogramming?

Wasson. There are very few in the
COG today who wouldn't think seriously
about leaving if they had what they con-
sidered an acceptable alternative. Those
of us who are working in "Recovery"
believe that those who have been through
the COG and similar groups and have
made it out O. K. are the most capable of
understanding the particular problems of
guilt and bondage that former members
complain of. Just knowing there are oth-
ers who have "made it out" is a major
help to those who would like to leave but
doubt they could make it on the outside.
We are planning for the near future a
course for former cult members and other
interested persons dealing with the spe-
cial ministry and problems of the "New
Age Cults. " Also, we are preparing tapes
and literature for former members and
their families in an effort to help them
through the difficult transitional time. We
further expect to open at least one recov-
ery center where former members can
come and "get their heads together"
where we will offer counsel and encour-
agement. All of these efforts will be con-
ducted with the help of former cult mem-
bers.

Hopkins. What in your judgment is the
future of the COG?

Wasson. My opinion is that the organi-
zation cannot survive much longer. The
thing that holds it together is David



Berg. If he goes, there's no one person
who has the charisma to inspire the loy-
alty of the thousands of disciples. And the
leadership is torn asunder by bitter rival-
ries and jockeying for power. There is a
good chance the group would split into
various factions led by rival leaders—
Jane Berg ("Mother Eve"), John Tread-
well ("Jethro""). Maria, Joshua, Rachel,
and so forth. Maria is right up there next
to MO. But she has no charisma at all.

Jacks. But if anyone wanted to grab the
reigns of the COG, he would have to go
with her. She will have a strong bargain-
ing position. Even though she lacks the
charisma or the know-how to run the or-
ganization, whoever wants to take over
will have to go with her. One reason for
this is that MO has prophesied that Maria
will be the oracle of God. There have
been similar prophecies about Rachel
(who married a wealthy Italian member of
the COG).

Hopkins. Tell me, as you look back on
your experience, do you feel that you
learned something? Have there been any
positive results?

Jacks. It's hard to look back on 51/2
years of your life and not find something
there that was good. I still feel very close
to those whom I knew in the group. We
have been through a lot together. Ac-
tually, David Berg is and always has been
the corrupting factor in the COG. If it
hadn't been for him, the COG could have
been a force for good instead of for evil. I
really believe that. One thing no one can
deny is these are some of the most com-
mitted young people in the world. And as
individuals in the COG are set free from
the Berg influence, they turn out to be
some of the most committed Christians in
the world. ""He that is forgiven much lov-
eth much. "

Wasson. For me I guess it was like
Marine boot camp. I wouldn't do it again
for anything, but I wouldn't trade the
experience for anything. The fact is after
graduating from a Bible college and being
a denominational minister I was looking
for something more. The original goals
and vision of the COG were good. With
this broad experience in the area of the
"New Age Cults" I believe God has pro-
jected me into a ministry which has un-
limited potential. I could never have un-
derstood it had 1 not been through it.
Perhaps someone else could have, but I
couldn't. I thank God I can offer reassur-
ance to the victims and families of these
cults, not as an outsider but as one who
has been there. Not as one condemning
but as one forgiven.


