48Pt o mmw (3 ()
GN 393 DO *is cold waters to a thirsty o,

& MNavambar *989, Home Sanvices, Zurich, Switzeriand.

N

50 15 §ood news ‘ron

S! GOD 15 LOVE!

a lar country "—Fr.25:25

T

9, Appeal for Testimonies!

1. Traumatic Testimonies [or Teens! (#2542) 6. “A Wise Man Will Hearl” (#2543)
12. Letter 1o Singin® Sam.

15, Stats Highlights!

TRAUMATIC TESTIMONIES FOR TEENS!—“Gory Stories'’ Needed Now!

-—By Maria

1. Not long ago, we received a report that
some of the teens in Latn Amency were having
soms prohlems with a few of the “heavier” tecn
iesnmonies that we'd published in the Hope
Mag, such as Franciz Fisherman's, David Sur-
rendor’s (formerly Jubiles), Mene's stc. Ap-
parently, they wore thinking thal since @%\1
hadn’t gone through such severe irials & prob-
lems, they must somehow be missing the boat.
Some of them even wished thar they were poing
through thoss kinds of extreme expericoces!
Some even hegan inventng stories in front of
their peers, & some who had been really good
kids started coming up with wild tales saying,
“Cih, that's nothing! When [ was backslidden, |
did this & that ete., elc!”

2. Well, first of all, it's certainly completely
unnacessary for any of you teens to think itke
that! TF youo're wrying 1o be Tike either Dud or
mysell, neither of us had any kind of deep Jark

<k Dackgrounds, We were always considered
1o be good kids who were brought up in the
church & never really rehelled outwardly. So
it's obvious that you don’t have 1o have some
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kind of a big black background in which you
have gone io the depths of sin & evil in order 1o
be successful 1n the Family!

3. Secondly, vou should be very thankful that
vou have pot had 10 go through such homrible
gxpariences or $ituatons! IS true that the people
who have gone through things like that have
leamed some very good lessons, but they've also
suffcred a lot while they were going through it
all 5o you teens shauld be very thankful yvou'se
not having 1o go throngh all of thatl OF course,
if some of you have a big fascinalion for evil &
if you really wish you could go through some of
those things, then these testimonies from {ormer-
Iy backslidden teens aren’t going o have the
right ctfcet on you anyway.

4. W have been very prayerful about the
testimomcs we put in the Hope Mag, We've
tricd to make sure they not only give all the gory
datails of life in the System, but thar they also
show the very bad ¢tfects & damage that yield-
ing ty such wrong-doing wrong attitudes
brings aboul. We've been very caretul to try 1o
make sure they’re balanced so that they're not
merely accounts of all sorls ol adventurous-
sounding experiences some of our people hid
when they were backslidden, We've tried i use
testimenies that make it clear that *“The way of
e transgressor is hard!™ & “the wages of sinis
death,” or at least something prelty close 1o it!

5. Considering the care & prayer we've put
into presenun g such restimonies, if sume of vou
teens stll feel a desire for sin & the System afler
rcading them, then 1'd say the problem most be
with you, 0ot with the articles!—You musthave
2 fascinaton for evil or something! If a rue
testimony of somcone else’s experience of the
Hell they went through when out of God's Will
& service doesn’ t persuade vou that backsliding
inio the Devil's Sysiem is definitely not the
thing 10 do, then [ don’t know what is gaing io
persuade you!

6. The nexl slep s that somecne almnst has
to tell you, ~well, (hen go cxpenenee 1L ior




in the Svyslem was a lot of Tun. Some adnlts do

v?;ggggjg-—lf you are 30 blind & su fascinated
lempted by evil & the World Lhat you can'e
learn rom uthers” experiences, if that's not con-
vincing enough for you, then you just might
have to learn the hard way & expericnce it
voursel{l-—And the sdoner vou get it over with,
the betier!™ “The way of the wanspressor is
hard™ (Pro.13:15), & you'll coniainly icam that
T you go ta the World,—If you survive 1]

7. 1 sent a message (0 the Hope Map staff,
"“Don’tworry, vou're doing the righi thing. Those
kids wath that attitude are the-ones who are off the
track!™ If testimonies like that don't put the fear
of Gud into you, then you just might have Lo
expenence it for yoursalf!—And the sooner your
hurry up & do il, then the soaner you'll realise
thal 1hat's not the way to go, & hopefully, the
sooner you'll come back to the Fold!

3. We can't stop doing what we're supposed
o do just because somebody 15 going o take
something the wrong way! In a case like this, if
a fow lcens happen to mead those kinds of tes-
timenics & they sUll have some kind of evil
lascindtion for the World, or a desire o ex-
perience alt of those things, then they just might
have 0 go ahead & geta belly full of i!

9. Fihink that if T were a teen & 1'd read those
testimonies in which we've realistically pre-
sented what some of those kids have been
through—like Francis Fisherman & David Sur-
render & Mena ete.—I wouldn 't have any atirac-
tion for those things alter reading all about what
those poor kids went through!—Do you? I cer-
tainly wouldn't want 1o have been in their shoes!

10. So it’s not the testmonies that are the
problem. —It"s the wrong way that soma of you
teens are taking then. Regardiess of what ar-
ncles we put in the Hope, if same of you kids
develop a desire for the World after reading
them, you have the problem, & you'te the ones
who have got to change & get over 1! And as
fur as I'm concemed, the sconer you learn for
yourseives, the better! [nstead of fiddling
around & causing trouble for others & spreading
that kind of a wrong attitude, just ga out in the
System & scc firsthand whal it's like, if Lhat’s
what yau really want!

CAUTION NEEDED IN ADULTS'
TESTIMONY PRESENTATICH!

1. On the other hand, if you adulis are not
realfy thinking or praying aboul whal you'te
saving, vou can almost maxe it sound dike liie

ihat inadvertenty sometimes hy sort of joking
ahout all the things they got away with & how
they broke the law & didn’( get caught, without
balancing 1t with the suffering that it caused
them & the damageg il wrought 1n their lives.—
Or whai it wﬁﬂk“i—.whcn thoy did get canght!

12, If wou don't henesty share about the
“wares ol sin, the negative repieroussions of the
acl, & you just surt ol juke around about it, such
leslimonies can actually promote the evil deeds
you once did! Such testimomes about your past
life should have a point to them, & should serve
as an illusation that “crime doesn't pav,” that
*your sin will find you out! —Num32:23, If
you're unable © draw such lessons oul of your
12stmony, or you can 't seem 10 balance the more
exciting or adventurous aspects of vour {ommer
life with the resultant damage that vour misdeeds
brought upon you, then perhaps you should
avoid alking sbout your past alogether.—Espe-
cially around our children & teens!

13. 1 know sometimes you 1e just recaliing
some of those things, & it s almosl sort of funny
to thunk back that many years ago when von
were a compleiely different kind of person who
has now changed so much. It can be sart of
innocent, but if yvoo're not real careful, you
could inadvertently get the teens’ Intercst
aroused in things ke that. For cxample, some-
one may say, “l used o shoplift all the time & 1
only gol caught once.” I's 4 fairly innocent
remark that an adult could make, not meaning
any harm by it ar all, but some teen could think,
“Wow!—IE iU’s that easy, why not try 17 If he
gol away with il s could 11"

14. Not long ago Peier was telling me about
a fow of his expericnces wien he was a drug-
taking hippic. Some ol the things he went
through are almost funny, & we adults can now
louk back on them in smazement, & cao baugh
abourit. I1’s sort of funny 1o realise that here we
are dedicating our lives to serve the Lord &
follow Jesus fullime, yet some of us were so
extremely off the track, rebellions & deham
before! We're lterally amarcd at the chanpe!
Buleven though we adults can sort ol jokT about
it amongst ourselves sometimes, i's not at ali
the kind of thing we should speak lightdly of in
front af our children,

DETERRENT TESTIMONIES!

I5. Tt was after Peter shared soms of these
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nitty-pritty details from his past with me that the
Laurd mave me an idea that T belteve conld really
help our leens. I think it's time 1o publish some
new & different kind of testimonies in the Hope
Mag!

13:6. We've pubbed a Lot of people’s personal
testimomes in the past, bul maost of them have
been an overview of he person's endire life, a
summary that just barely touches on all the
differcnt cvents or slages they went through.
There usually wasn't encugh time or space to go
ima much detatl. But the idea that came 10 me
is how tremendous it would be to have some of
our adults write up indetail some of the specific
incidents that took place in their lives. —EE—
rowing experiences they weit through ecither
before they joined the Family or—if they ever
left—when they were backslidden.

17, They could take a centain incident or series
of relaled incidents & enlarge upen it & tell o
like it really was, including all the gory details,
1o really pul the fear of God into our kidz! When
somebody writes atestimony in the FSM that just
matier-of-factly states, 1 was a gun runner & |
almost got kilted,” or “ was strung out on drugs
& 1 almast died,” what kind of effect does that
have on you? I says what happened butit docsn’t
really move you or sink in.

18.There's no emalional impact 1o po with
it, it’s Just a bare statement without any feeling

ause i1°s wsoally just one little faclin (he
middle of all the other facts relaled 1o the per-
son’s overall iestimony. 5o what [ would like w
5ee now are some testimonics in which a certain
experience or incident is taken & enlarged upon,

know what life is really like out there. Very few
of them have backslidden, thank God, & of
those few, cven fewer have returned. So we
simply don’t have that much material along
these lines from the teans themsaives.

2L Of course, a lot of our 12ens in Lhe Family
have backslidden MU_%U! In_vanous ways,
bul such strayings are usually nol so obvious or
dramatzc. 1t"3 usually dilficult to relate that sort
of thing with concrele examples of what hap-
pencd that would scare their peers to death &
throw the fear of the Lord into them. But the
kind of things that a lot of our adulls went
through all their years in the System are really
hair-raising! Many of them had very frightzning
experiences that [ think could maybe do the trick
& wake some of our kids up to the reality of
what a horrible Fit the System really is!

A TIME TG SHARE THE NEGATIVE!

22, T realise that we've uanally wied 1o stay
away from that kind of negative thing. Wc be-
lieve in emphasising the glo_lsmvc as much as
possible, so we haven't really cmphasised the
negative. But 1 think our teens now need 1o hear
it!—The nilty-grilty about how awful it is out
there! They have never experienced it & they
don't know what it’'s really like, & like 1 said,
when they hear different adults talking aboul the
Syslem, it's often all so far remaved from the
adulls that it's shared in sort of a light or cven
humourous way.

23, Mavbe our adults haven't spent enough
time elling the kids how it really 'was owt there,

with some real emotion pul inic I, to really
show these kids of ours how terrible it actually
was, & thal the results were very damaging in
vour life, were very hurtful, & in many cases,
almost killed you!

19, It's time 10 give'm the raw Jacls & the
awlul truth, honestly descriling the torture &
sulfering so many of you adults went through,
the menlal agony & anguish. 1think estimonics
like that would be a deverrent that would literally
scare our weens outof backsliding or getting off
the track!

20, A few testimaonies in the Hope Mag like
that by some of our adults who have really gone
through it out n the” Sysiem would be very
powerful. (See the [irsL cstimony in this seres
in Hope #10!) We've got hundreds of testi-
monies like thal, Bul hardly any of our teens
have really been out in the System cnough 1o

& what Hell they weéni thiough, OI course, not
evervbady has had super cxciting or adven-
turous cxperiences, but most of us have gone
through some hair-raising times doe to aur own
sins or disobediences or whalever. Many of our
folks went through some exuemely dangerous
& frightening crisis before they found the Lord.

24, If they would testifv of some of (he trau-
matic expernences they went ihrough, & ell the
resubts ot itall, the damage 1t did 10 them, I think
1t could cause our 12ens Lo have serions second
thoughts about some things n the System that
they might presently think are somewhat ap-
pealing, exciting or even fascinating. Whereas
whan they hear just & I_1|gm mention ol some of
the things different adulls did, they are wempted
10 think, “Wow!-—Why don’t we get to have all
that excilernent thal cur parents had when they
were teenst™




25, 5o even though the teens consider “Hope”
their mag, 1 don’t think they I} mmd having some
of the ﬁull&‘ slories in there if the testimonies
are really exciting & troe-life. I'm sure we have
a lot of really hair-raising siories some of our
folks could telll—I1 will be tremendous!

HOW GOAY A STORY?

26. Ome guestion [ ve considered was, “How
gory do we want 1o get?” Personally, | think we
should go the imit! And 1f some of our tcens
have 2 fascination Tor evil, that's their problem,
& they'd betier get the victory! But hopefully,
most of them aren't like that, & hearing about
the horrible cffect the System’s evil had on
many of our adults will give them an absolute
revulsion for it! [i's time they heard the truth
about the System & got a little fear of the [ard
about ever getung involved n it!

BID THE REBELS!

27, [ think our attitude & dealings with

OUR TEENS ARE ACCOUNTABLE!

m 3(5}. Lf you Family teens wilfully so oul inlo
e System, you re nol gomg ko be shown as
much mercy by the Lord as we were when we
were oul in the Systiem! Most of us didn’t even
know Him then. In some respects, He kept us &
protecied us because He knew we were His
children & that we were searching for the Truth.
But we hadn’t even found it yer, 5o we weren’t
nearly as accountable as you leenagers in the
Family are. If you Ieave the Family & willully
g0 outthere, you re not going to be s protected!
You're going to pef it & you're going Lo really
be scvercly chastencd & punished by the Lord
because you know the Truth & would be reject-
ing 11! (Fze 31821, Heb 6:4-8, 1012431

1. Most of our adulig didn't even hyve the
Truth, 50 weren' [ necessanly refectng it. Most
of us were Jusl wandering arpund fost in our
sins. Of course, we did suffer for our sing, buta
Lot of ur suffering was just 1o ielp make us tam
Lo the Lord. But you teens are going ta suffer g
lol more il you turn away from the Lord &

serigus problem legns should be the same as
Dad has always taught us regarding persistent
problem cases; Afler you'vedone alt you can Lo
help them, & they still desire the System, just
tell them, " You want ta leave?—You're free o
g]rl!" Maybe a 161 of them Fesl that they fave a
place in the Family no matter what they do, but
thai's jusl not so, If they want 1o go to the
Systom, let’m go!—Oaut!

. These warning Iestimonies may not al-
ways seve the ones who leave ns, Maybe the
World"s already too deeply ingramed in them. I
they have such alove of the Warld in their hearts,
wha knows, maybe they don "t even belong with
us. {1In.2:19) But evenif they never come back,
they'll scrve as a dandy bad example, “that
others also may fear!”— 1 Tim. 5:20. 3o we may
risk Josing a few, but as a result, we may be able
bt save a whole iot more,

29, Il we insist on holding on to & few roften
apples, they’re just going 1o cause wouble any-
way, 0 1t's hetler o just let them go, gel rid of
them! TThen the sooner they leam—if they're
godng o learn - the sooner they’ll come back.
But if they 're not going w learn, then we don’t
want lhem anyway. That's always been our
policy: Peaple who nsist on being problem
cases of want 1y lesve, just well thern o go!

loward the World, rejecting all the Truth you
know! Our adults who have hackslidden can
give you some prefty gory stories of just how
bad it will be for anyone who does that!

THE THREE PURPOSES FOR SUFFERING!

32. 1 can think of three basic pumoses for
suffering: The first & easiest w go through 13
when you suffer for the Lord, like when you're
persecuted for the Gospell In other words, il you
get thrown in jail for wimessing, you're suffer-
ing for the Lord’s sake, & He is really going o
keep vou. For mslance, no malter how bad con-
ditions were for lalian Angelo when he was
imprisoned in Greece, it was almost like hg was
living in a bubhle of protection. The miracles
that happened were amazing, the way the police
& (heeniminals left himalonc. The Lord's Spirit
was surrounding him, & no matter what termble
things he had wo see & endure all around him, he
was still miraculously protected by the Lord.

33. Even if He doesn't protect & keep you
from having to sufier, Ae will be with you in it
& keep you through it just Tike He did with the
early martyts. The Lord will give you the prace.
He says, "If ye be reproached [or the Name of
Chrasl, happy are ye: for the Spiril of glory and
of God resteth upon you!™—1Pet 4:14. He will
even do outright miracles for you, like He did




for the (hree Hebrew children in the fiery fus-
nace & the early Christians who were burned at
the stake. They sang sangs of praise while the
firgs bumed!—In ather words, they didn’t even
feel the flames! PTL!

34, A lot of our peaple 1end 10 alk sort of
lightly ar supcricially about " going ko jail tor
Tegsis.” For those whe Fiave Been imprisoned for
the Tord, it may have been hard an them insome
ways, but i usually wasn’t that difficull, as they
saw that the mriumphs & the victories won oulof
it were so much greater by comparisos than the
difficulties they had w0 endure. So that's what
we usbally emphasise to our kids & to the Fam-
ily—And it's rug; when you suffer for Jesus,
it's relatively easy, But as a regnl, many of pur
kids could casily think, “Oh, going to jail isnt
really so bad, our parents did, & they didn’t
seem to suffer that much!” I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if that's how many of them may Lhink.

35, Of course, we don't want 1o go o the
opposiie extreme & scare our leens so much by
all of our 1ales of when we were n the Sysilem
& went to prison & all the temble things that
happened, that we freak them out so mach that
they're afraid 1o stand any persecution for the
Lord! 1 think the key 1o it is jusl to make the
distinction clear: “When you love the Lord &
vou'te forced 10 go to jail or saflfer porsecution
for His sake, He abways gives you the grice &
lstrﬁn_}_z.lh toendure it & come oul of it viclorious-

4 36. The second kind of suffering is when you

don’t know the Lord, [ike when you were 1n the
Sysiem. Yon probably suffered for your sing &
even for the sins of your parcnts, but the Lord
was still waiching over you & oven protecting
you to 4 degroe. Te had 1w let most of vou suffer
a few hard things in arder w teach you some
necded lessons & 1o show vou that the System
wasn'l where it was al. Bul He knew you weren't
very aceountable, so e mercifully didn’tlet vou
suffer any more than was neces.%g. Although
many of you got a tasle ol Hell, He stll spared
your Hves & preserved you Tor His Work,

37, Then he third & worsl degree of suffer-
ing is il you're a backsTider, when you know e
Truth, but in spite of itall, you rejectit & gow
the Waorld. Well, you're really going 1o suffer if
you get inta that kind of apredicament! Becauss
of your own gins & vour own disobadience &
your own backsliding, you're gul from under the
protection of te Lord, & He's poing 1o see that
yourcally get it! (Heb.10:310})

38. If vou wilfully forsake the Lord & His
Will, vou will really soffer for 1f—And the
worst thing about it ts you re not going to have
anyoneto tum to! You'li feal all alone. —Guilty,
forsaken & frightened, with nothing but “la-
ments” because you refused o “listen” to &
head the Lord's Words & loving warnings! (Ses
“ListeningT—Or Lamemuing!” ML #320,) So
when you teens réad about what hormor many of
your parents went through in the Sysiem, Lake
note % realise that what Lhey went theough is
nothing compared to whal you will go through
il you deliberately backslide & forsake the
Lord's Will & Work!

“OTHERS SAYED BY FEAR!~Juda 23

39. [really don't think it's going to hurt yon
teens to have a heallhy Iear of backsliding inlo
e System. Some of you nead to be scared! You
don"t know what the Systern's like, & some of
you ook at it cunously & with a liltle bit of a
fascination & desire w sort of experience some
of those things. Well, you'd be a Lot better off if
you were seared silly about ever going out there!

40. “Others saved by fear” (Jude 23) is the

Scripurre { got. [ think that’s what we've gol 10
do with some of you, save you by fear, scarz the
Hell put of you about the Systerm! That's about

the only way we might be able 0 get some of you
(o realisc how bad things really are out there.

TELL'M WHAT THE SYSTEM'S REALLY LIKE!

41, If our teens want © know what the
Systern’s Tike, let's el them! That's what our
tcen backshders have all said: “We wentout there
because we didn’L know what the System was
like, we'd never experienced it & we wanted Lo
see what it's Iike.” Well, Iet's el them what it"s
really like! LetCs 1efl them the truth about the

ysiem!—Not jusl the things they sco on videos
or on TV, the glorificd picture of it with afl is
glitier & glamour & ail ihe things they sce when
they go out on the ritzy streels or into people’s
fancy homes or the sparkling stores & all that,

42. It’s time 10 el owr kids the tuth about it,
what the Syslem is really llke bolund iis Jronts!
Most of our adults & parents have experienced
it becanse they grew up in it.

43. 1 think that would be a very worthwhile
projecl for some of our pecple, 1o wnte up

portions of telr lestimony, specific incidents
that they went through, Let's il m aboul the




real rof
well it our kids backslide they’'re going In g_c[f
the rough stwift Thank the Lord we didn’t a
experience the hellish terroes that some of you
have, bul if our kids deliberately backslide & go
out there & get intg it, it's going (o be hormor for
thern! So we might as well tell them about the
teally bad & horrific things we went through in
the System.

44. Another thing that they shonid realise is
that when we were yvoung, the World wasn't
nearly as bad os 1is oday, Let's face u, “evil
men & seducers have waxed worse & worse”
(2Tun.3:13), & the World has completely 1aken
a turn for the worse! Think of what it would be
like 10 be in most prisons nowadays—Horrilic!
The worst things we can tel! them abaul what
happened Lo us probably aren'l hall as bad as
what they would encounter if they would go out
& geln the same situation today! I'm sure the
Lord would really sock it to them. They know
hetter, they really know betier!

45. 501 dan’tthinkit's going to hurt to really
throw the leur of God into them with seme Lrue
terrifying tales about what many ofushave been
through! Besides, they ¢ caciting testimonics
& it would make exciting reading, It’IL ceriainly
hold their attention! Of course, Idon't think any
litlle, kids should hear that sort of thing, our
younger ones shouldn™t be reading the Hope
Mags if they've got these types of testimonies
inthem. We'll just have Lo say that the particular

ugh stuff 100, because you know good &  them up too—Endtime events! But until then, if

we wanl (o ry 10 da somathing for them now, 1
think telling them the raw truth about the Svs-
tem might really help to stir them up out of their
lethargy & 10 help them appreciate Lhe Family!
Amen? PTL! (Amen! Shake'm up!—D.}

“A WISE MAN WILL HEAR!"—Pro.1:5.
D( 2543 Comp. 8/89
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1. It's heen said that a wise man lcams from

Hope issues featuring traumatic t2stiraonies of  experience, but thar a wiser man learns from the

this sort arc only for }2-year-olds & over, &
even then they should have adulis explain any-
thing they de’Lundersiand.

46. But as far as our [eens being able 1o lake
it, 1 think they peed ! They need to have 1t
really socked to them because many of them are
sortof lackadaisical & bored & they don't think
we're all that revolutionary hecanse they've
grown up in it all their lives so it doesn’t seem
s different to them.

47, Thev don’t halc the System beosuse they
hardly know anything about it, They ve grown

cxpenience of others. Well, this is eerainly true:
If you're rcally smart, if you have real wisdom,
vou'll lisien 1o others & Learm (rom them & their
experience! “A wise man will hear & will To-
crease learning, & o man of understanding shall
attain unto wise counsels, Give instruction (o a
wisg man, & he will beyet wiser.™ -Pro.1:3,9:9.
T 3. 1've often said that oncol the main reasons
God has put us here on this Earth 15 10 teach us
to make decisions, so we ¢an lear to choose

[WCCT [ & cvil, to do right or wrong, o
serve God or ourselves & the Devil. One way or

up 1n the Family so we're just another way of another, God will teach each of us these major

life for them. And when they loak atiL it some-
times looks like & pretey hard way of life too.
The grass might even look greener to them on
the other side, outside b the Systen,

48. Sa they pecd to be shaken up, & I think
this just mign( be a way tal will get through
them. Of course, as World conditions get really
hol & heavy in the near fuwre, that'll shuke
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lessoms of life that we'te here to learn.—Ilow it
pavs to love & believe & serve & obey Him, &
how we will pay if we doubt, disobey & rebel
against Him!

3. From the very bepnning God has slways
given Man e opportunily (o leari the easy
ﬁ by simply believing & obeying His Word

e testimony of Hes Prophets, even if he




doesn’Lalways understand why. If Adam & Eve
had believed God, they would have heeded His
Word & warning & therefore known—by faith
— that Gud was tight, But they chase not 1o [eam
the easy way of Taih & obedience, but insiead
chose the hard way, so God lcl thom go ahead
& disobey & leam by bitter expericnce. They
refused 1o learn the easy way, so they had to
leam the hard way!

4, The Tard still warks the same way with us

refuse 10 leam by the shortout of obedience, then
we have t0 leamn by Lhe hard knocks of dis-
obedicnce, & by His conseguent chaslisements,
spankings & judgements! When we go astray, He
is then forced to chastzn us with the rod 10 rescue
us from the min of our own folly!

9. Sa when we warn you t2ens about what a
cegspool & slime-pit & stinking Hell of a God-
damned mess the System is, if you're really
siart, 1 you're wige, you'll believe God's

today, & He will s2e to 1t that we all learn our
Iessons, one way or the other—Either by the
easy way of simply hceding His Word & the
good direction & Godly advice that others pass
on ta us, or hy the hard way ol experience, which
is the most expensive educatlon you can poss-
ibly get, as 1t usually hurts!

5. When a child 1s wamed by s parenls o

Word & heed our wamings & I¢am Trom the
experience that we have gone trough! Thecasy
way to learn is via teachers, they are a shortcul
to leamning, If you listen to your Shepherds &
teachers, you can avaid the snares & pidalls aof
which they wam you.

10. Although serving the Ford can some-
limes be a rough & a rugeed road, serving sin,

ook both wavs before crogsing the street, of (o
goslowly & cautiously through mrersections on
his bicycle, the casy way for him to leam is for
kim to listen licve s parents who are
teaching him what o do & what not to do from
their experience or others’ experience. But it he
refuses o heed their wamings & advice & he
runs out into the streat without looking, or he
races throngh intersections on his bicycle with-
out looking, he will sill lzam!—But he'll learn
the hard way, by birter experience!—And he
may nof survive the lesson!—His fast!

6. The easy way, the shortcut, 13 1o believe
the Truth & whal your icachers tell you, & not
to have to Jearn by experience, the school of
hard knocks. If you believe God's Word &
helieve your teachers, then you won't have (o
lcam the biter lessons taught by the harsh
school of experience.

7, What happened w0 Adam & Eve for their
rejcciion OF God s word & consequent disobe-
dience (s the same [hing thathappens 1o us waen
we reluse to heed the Lord's warnings & insist
on going cur own way, God cravked the whip &
fet them really suffer for il! But through 1t all,
Adam & Eve & all of their descendants ever
since have learned by comparigon the difference
between disobedicnce & obedience. We have
lcarned the judgements of God & the horrors
that we sufler for disubedicnce, & we have
leamed the blessings & rewands of obedience,

8. This is God' s standard procedure by which

self, datan & -the System 15 a Hell of a lot
rougher! Jesus promised that 1Tis voke is casy &
t His burden is light. But “the way ol Lhe

transgressor is hard! ~-Mat. 11:30; Pro.13:15. [
krow Eﬁa[ s 50 true becanse when I've stepped
out of God’s Will & left my calling, T had
nothing but real trouble, & harsly escaped with
my life! T've found out by hitter personal ex-
pericnee exactly what happens when you don’t
heed the Lord’s warnings, when you don’t stay
rue {0 Him & His calling. 'l tell you right now,
when vou know beter & yoo're accountahle,
yet you still willully go against the Lord, i's &

very dan‘gsrous busingss!
11.The warst time for me was when | joined

the .5, Army hecause { wanted to get oul ol
waorking for my Mother. T was ured of being in
the Lord’s Army, [ wanted to do something
different. 1'd never really had a tasw of the
World, never really gollen outthere & seen what
1t was all about & had “frecdom,” 1 always el
like T was tied to my Mother’s apron sirings.
Maybe vou kids fee!l like that sometimes too, "1
wish T could just go out there & see what it's
Jike!” Well, all that ghitters is not gold. 1L may
look. inleresting & fascinating, like it might be
alotof fun, bui it’s a garbage pit, it's filthy, it's
a dung-hill'—Just ask any of us who have been
out there nit!

12. Butthe cow is never satisfied & the grase
alwavs Jooks greener on the other side ol (he
fence, & T wanted o try 1t 50 the Lord let me

He operaies: He gives us His Word & tells us what

¢ wants us o dao, & warns us about what not to
do. Butif we flatly refuse to leam by Iismniﬂ%, ¢
has to let us learn by hiter wapeaence. I we

have the desire of my heart, but He sent leanness
to my soul! - Psa, 106:15. T hadn’t been in that
Army one day when I knew T wasg in the wrong
place & shouldn't be there But the Loed et e



sweat it out for manths to learn my lesson good
before He lel me get out of it!'—But then He
delivered me! And I was sure thankful, even
though it took nearty killing me to gel mc vull

13. I leamed that Tndeed, “the way of the

back ta my former days in God's service, in
God's Family, & knew that 1 had had Heaven
on Earth! And that's how it is with maost back-
shders! They wind up geing through Hell before
they appreciate the Heaven they onice hadl-—

transgressor 15 hard! 1 Juund cut then that ex-
perience certainly is a gnad teacher, but the worst
teacher & the hardest & caused me the musl%ﬂ
& suffering & griell When you go through the
cruel scheol of expericnee, you know it—And
then you can warr others about it!

14, We've had our share ol backsliders, peo-
ple who thonght it would be great 1l they could
get out there in the System. They wouldn’L have
to follow the dictates of Dad any more, they
could go out & have their freedom & not have
10 be witnesses or missionaries or suffer on the
mission Geld. They thought they could just go
into the System & make money & buy gadgets
& live in loxury!—Bul it docsn't usually work
thal way, & they always sadly discover that it
didn’t pay. They put their money in g bag with
holes in it, & God blew upon it & it came
naught! (Hag.1:6}.

15, Sooner or lIater they alwavs realise that
having left the Father’s house, like the Prodigal
Son, they inevilably wind up in the swine pii
under the Enemy & al his mercy, whichiz none!
{Sce Luk. T5:T1-16.) "1t is happened unto them
according te the true proverb, the dog is tarned
to his own vomil again; and ihe sow thal was
washed to her wallowing in the mire.”---2Pel.
2:22, They find ot just how hard the way of the
transgresser 8! Thank God for those who wake
up & come 1o their senses & return 1o the Lord
& His Will & the Family!

16. But those who are still oul there in the
Systemn, why 1s 1 that we hardly cver hear
anythmng from them or about them?—Except
for the relatively few outnght Judases who have
viciously & vocally tumed against us. Bul why
don’L we cver hear from the rest of them, the
glorious testimonies of how wonderful it is w0
backshde & how marvellous it is ta be back
the Systern, of how happy they are & how
womderful it would be for others 1o backslide
with them™!

17. What litie we do hear from them is
almaost always nothing bol complainis &

troubles & problems, & woelullales of sickness
<& accidents & all kinds of other roubles! Ag
said, I know [rom personal experience what it's
fike to get out of God's Will, & as soon as [ saw
how bad the World is, how rough it s, I looked
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How sad!

18, T am fully persuaded that you can go
through the Tires of Hell here & now in this Tife]
You can suller the Mlames & (he fres of Hell on
Earthright here & now for your sins, for the hand
of God can be very heavy & His chastening can
be very severs, & “itis a fearful Lthing to fall into
the hands of an angry God!™-—Heb. 10:31,

19, They say that if vou run with wolves,
vou'll soon leam 1o howl with them. Bul o a
sheep leaves the Shepherd’s Told, he may not
even have time to howl! If despite all of the
Shepherd's warnings, & in spite of the shecp-
dogs yapping at your heels, if you still wilfully
wander away from the Fold & wind up in the
woods amongst the wolves, then iU's your own
fault if you are devoured!—Yop may not even
have time to hleat, only bleed, & that's usually
the cnd!

0. How van you expecl God 10 proterl you

or prosper you or bless you m any way 1l you
nowingly leave His Will & are running aroun
ouiside the secrel place & out from under the

shadaw of His wings, outside of the fortress of
perfect fellowship with Him? When yoo dothis,
you can e longer claim His protection & do-
fenses outlingd in Psalm 91, & He may cven
allow you to fall prey to the Enemy because
you're playing with fire & living so close to
Enemy termiory!

21. Sa why not take God’s & our word for
it?—That the System 15 a Hell-hole & a Pic For
God's sake & His Eternal Kingdom's sake &
yourown sake as well, heed our wamings & stay
(aithful 10 the Lord, His Word & His Work!—
Bewalchiul & prayerful & mindful & spiritual-
ly atientive © His Words of Truth & Warn-
ingl—Amen?

22."A wise man will hear!™—Are vou wise-
Iy listening, heanng & heeding God's loving
Voice thal calls you 1o ever-brighter horizons &
reaims of scrvice for Him & the Salvalion of
eternal souls? Have you. like Moses, [orsaken
the Egypt of this World, locking beyond (s
temporal lemptations becanse you see aesus &
have an eye an Eternity & its great rewards?

23. Mascs Coimted the riches of Christ

sy than &l the riches ol this World, “Tor he
1ad respectunty the recompense of the reward.”




He knew the riches & rewards of Christ were far
greater than all the riches of (his whole World
¢omhbined & all of ils sel(zsh pleasures & selfish
interests. TYJ! So “'he chase to suffer affliction

are in the World, for he that Joveth the World,
the love of the Father is not in him!"—1J2:13.

with the children of God rather than 1o enjoy the
pleasures of this life which are only for a
season.” Heh.11:25-27,

24, Whatever this life & this World have 10
offer, it's only for a Tiule whilel B Salvation,
sowls & service for the Lord are foraver, they are
eternal! “For this Wosld passes away & the
Tashion thereof, but he that doeth the Will of God
abideth forcver! For the things which are seen
ase temporal, bul the things which are not seen

elemal.”—1Jn.2:17; 2Cor 4:18. Hallelujah!
So Tove not the World, neither the things that

25.*Only gne lile, "rwill soon be I—Onl
what's done for ggﬁggg w:lI Eﬁ.{ ' ’\;6%[ are you
doingT—Feor whomT— 1t last forever for
Jesus & othersT He's coming soon! Willyou be
ﬁlﬁg‘?——ﬂr ashamed foreverf—Somry farcver!
ey that be wise shall shine! And the wise
shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the pro-

maotion of fcoiE! ;—v-Dan.EE:Z,?); Pro.3:35,

26, Gol"s called you'—Have vou chosen His
Pﬁ%_%—or will you disappoini Him &
7 May God help you 1o be (aithiul 10 the
End! “Be thou faithful unto death, Z Twilt give
ihee a crown of lfe!"—Rev.2:10—In Jesus”

name, amenl

URGENT APPEAL FOR TRAUMATIC TESTIMONIES!—We Need Yours Now!

LNFs #1251— By WS Staff

1, As Muma brings out in her Letter,
“Traumatic Testimonies for Teens!™, il 1s now
time for ns 1o tell our weens via the "Hope™ Mag
the raw, unvarmshed, naked truth about the
System & what a Hell-pit it really 75!

2. Due o the sﬂﬁ%& “heavy meal” status
of emany of these “Traumatic Testimaonies,” we
recommend that only teens 12 years of ape &
vver read them. Up until now, most of us have

8/8%

think on & speak about “whalsocver things are
true, honest, just, pure, lovely & of good report,”
& rightly so,.—Ph.4:8. We also end to “forgar
thase things which are behind, & reach fnrwar:':l
to those things which are hefore™ (Ph.3:13),
which again, 1s a very goad nule o go by most
of the time,

3. However, there is a “lime ta every purpgse
under Heaven™ (Ecc.3:1). & another side to the
cain. The Lord even 1ells us thal we somelirmes
necd 10 “Look unlo the rock whence ye are
hewn, & to the hole of (he Pit whence ye ars
digged!™—Isa 5T Inother words, there s also
a time to remember the “hole of the Pit” that
He's rescued us from, to encourage our own
hearts 10 be thankful for His Salvation &
deltverance, as well as to crable us 0 warm
others, lest they should fail inly the same Pit)

4.™He brought me up also out of an harrible
Pit, & out of the _m_ilglclay; and hath set my feet
upon a Rock & established my goings. And He
hath put a pew song in my mouth, even praisc
unto oor God; many shall see it (when we tos-
tify!), & fear, & shall trustin the Lond! For He
rarseth up the poar out of the dust, and lifteth the
needy put of the dunghtl!™—Psa 40,23, TT3:7.
PTL!

5. The Lord laid this "“Traumatic Test-
monies” idca on Mama's heart as a means of
delivering our souls i our téens in particular.

hiul a tendency 1o spare qur kids the nilty-gritly
details of the Hell 55&1 we went through in the
Sysiem before we found the Lord. We usually
emphasise the Good News, & make it a point to

Hopetully such tesnmaonies will e[i_:n their cves
to the rue horrors of the System, & shauer the
rather distoned & candy-coated concepl of life



in the Syslem that’s been presented to them by
the Hollywood movie-makers.

6., Another faclor which has contributed to
many of our teens getting the wrong impression
of the System, as Mama brings out 1o her Letter,
is when they have heard us adulis speaking
rather lightly or even jokingly about some of the
things we experienced in our past. A tendency
On our part 15 to sometimes put o much em-
phasis on the more exciting or adventurous side
of somg of the things we may have pone
through, while neglecting 1 bring out the fear,
loneliness, anguish & absolute spiritual torment
that we knew then, which cun cause the teens o
think that mavbe things realty aren’t so bad out
there afier ali!

7. In the “Psalm of Dyavid” Lener, the Lord
gave Dad the true pichare & description of what
our lives were really like in the Sysiem; “These
are the litkde ones, the sheep of My pastures &
flocks of My [olds who have sullered above all

cncrations, & who run after That which T shall
give them, {The picture is of them lifling up their
hands & crying out in such torment of spirit,
worse than being tortured in the flesh- almost
Tike they are in Helll They ae spinitually tor-
tured! —The picture of this generation!)"
(MLE152:13)

8. When (he Lord used His first Moses tocal
a New Nauon out of the hard bondage & soul-
slavery of Egypt of old, He made it very clear
that He wanted His people lo remember the “Pit
from whenee they were digged,” & 10 pass their
testimonies on to their children. He said, “The
Laord hall taken you, & brought you forth gut of
the iron furnace, even out of Egynt, to be unw

m a people ol inheritance, as ve are this day.

9. "“And when thy son asketh thee in time Lo
come, saying, “What mean the testimonies & the
statutes & the judgements which the [ord our
God hath commanded you?" Then thou shalt say
unto thy sen, *We were Pharaoh’s bondmen in
Egypt; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand”” And thou shait rejoice
before the Lord thy Ged, thou & thy son i thy
danghter, And thov shalt remember that thou
wast 4 hondman in Egypl: & thou shalt observe
& do these statules!”—Deut 4:20; 6:20,21,
15:15; 16:11,12,

10, Inorder to effectively testily Lo our “sons
& daughters” & show them whist a wonderful
miracle of God's Tove & mercy & Salvation it
was that He delivered us from the cruel fiery
Tumaces of woday’s “Egypt,” we need your help!

—So0 we appeal to you adults o please pray &
ask the Lord what parts of your testimany could
help open our ieens’ eyes tr%ﬁat it"s really like
out there in the pit of this ‘present evil World!
—Gal.l:4,

11. “For we know that we are of Godd, & that
the whole World lieth In wickedness!™—
Un.5 19 But sad 1o say, many of our teens do
not fully realise just whal an ubsoluately wicked,
perverted, Devil-controlled Hell-hole the Sys-
tem 1s, because (thank Gad) most of thern have
never experienced its horrors firat-hand. A
wise man will Jeam from the experience of
others," & if you will share your cxpericnces
with them via your testimony ia the Hope Mag,
y_?';l_r warning cou the “experience of
others” that helps them o wisen up & absolutely
loathe & completely [orsake any temptation
towards the parlicular aspects of the System that
you expose & debunk!

12, Of course, you who are “prodigals™ who
backslid cut of the Family & expertenced nat
UI;]I}’ wEa]L it's likefrl:u sgffer in the Pit, bat also
what it’s like to suffer God’s severe chastening
becanse you knowingly & wilfully_lal_tﬁtz;:
Father’s House for the temptations of the “lar
country” of this World, your testimonies would
be especially helpful! You who backslid o
“waste your substance m riolous living” &
wound np in the System’s filthy, stinking swing
pit, van tell the teens firsthand what it's like 1o
purpusely backslide & fall inin the hands of an
angry God!—So for God's sake & our toens'
sake, tell it like it is!

13. Please pray wxay ahout what pans of
vour tesumeny could be pubbed a5 1 raumatic
Testimories” in the Hope Magl Yau may
[ierally be saving some of our precious cens’
lives!—Or at Ieast their wselulness for the Lord
& His Eicrnal KingdontT We particularly need
festimonies that will expose the trug nature of
many System roles, positions & experiences
that the Devil glorifies & portrays a completely
false picwire of in the World’s movics, mapa-
zines, TV shows, nows media ete., otc.f

14, For cxample, any of you who went
through the Hell of the Vietnam war should be
able 1o uterly destroy the supposedly “'heroic”
Ramboimage, & expose the heartless horroes of
wer & the System's war-machines!

15, Details about the brutality & crusly that
are commonplace in military schools & milirary
services could certainly help o teens 1o be
more tnank{uf for how blessed they are to be in
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the Lord’s Army! Testimonies of life in any
suchSystem instilutions— boarding schools, or-
phanages, refonnalories, menlal institulions,
edc. could be very eyc-opening for our leens!
16. Jeremy Spencer could tell the muth of
what it’s like o be one of the System’™s most
glorified idols, a “rock star!™ Others who werp

—

professional musicians, actors or performers of
any kind could share with us the Eﬁma—fh&

scenes backstage problems that plague those
who pursue such professions.

17. Y ou who were professianal models in the
Systcrn ¢onld reveal the seamier side of the
supposcdly “glamorous™ carcer of maodeliing,
expusing Lhe cut-throat competition, phoniness,
rampant homosexualily, drug-dependency,
heartiessness of unscrupulous flesh-marketecrs
etc. Anyone who pursued or was caughtup ina
sa-called "ggF" lifestyle could share what
spiritual desolation & anguish of soul came
upon them as a result.—The painful Pricc they
paid for their perversions & Sodomy!

18, Former beauly queens, cheerleaders,
dancers ete. no Joubl have testmonics that
could open cur tzens’ eves to what these glori-
fied positions or prolessiens really entail. De-
tails of the merciless polilics, competition, con-
niving & soul-siavery that those involved in
such professions faced would be greatly ap-
preciated.

14, You who were prostilites before joining
the Family could provide us with tesumonies
that would cxpose the horrors & dangers af such
a lile in the System, You who can poriray the
horrible emptiness you found in previous lives
of materialism, intellecwality or even of being
a jer-seiting businessman, piease detail for us
the "husks” such pursuils browght to your soul!

207 You who have experienced incarceration
in the System’s prisons could praphically
describe Lhe horrors you encountered there. This
would givie our eens a clear piclure of whal

rison life would be like wene they ever o
EacEinHeE‘z wind up in one of the System’s jails
as a chastening from the Lord!-—As some have!
Of course, duc to rapidly deteriorating &
degeneraung backslidden World conditions,
prison ke is moch worse todav than il was 10
1020 yeurs ago!

21.Those of you who were actively invalved
in radical poliucs or guerilia groups, or were
committed o political causes of ideclopies such
as Communism, Socialism, Fascisi, elc. could
iell us how & why you ultimately became dis-

appointed & disillusioned with this World's
politics,

22, Quistanding testimonics of how a love
relatienship witheut the Lord wsualiy sours &
falls apart could also be enlightening, Teen mar-
riages in the System usually end in disasier, &
T would probably help our leens (o hear why! It
would also be a help 10 kear about the almost
insurmountzble obstacles & hardships faced by
teens who get nant & have children in the
System.—Or are forced by their parents to mur-
der their unborrt babies through abortion] —
Let's 12l it like it is!

23. Also, anyone who laboriously pursued a
so-called “hi%hcr education,” only to find that
their endless hours o , Sweal, tears, toil,
tests & exams welt I vain, your dsumony
could also be 4 blessing. The same 15 true of
those of you who underwent rigorous athietic
Lrainingin.q:hml ar professionally.—— Lel s hear
what 1t's really like 1o be one of the System’s
“good sports”! What effect did all that scholas-
tic & athictic pressure have on you?

24, Anyone who was invoilved in a serions
auto or moloreyele accident could probably
give a vivid piclurc of where the worshipof such
high-speed “molten images” leads 10! And any
of you with testimonics of the Hell of dru
addiction & bad drog trips could share thesc
also, outlining the repercussions of such drug
usage. Drugs are a grealcr problem today than
they ever were, & we Owe it 10 our teens Lo tell
them the truth of what the Devil’s dnig world is

really likel

Zg. The sam¢ holds wue for anyone who
delved into the occult or Satnism.—Tell gur
leens how spiriwally “playing wilh fir” even-
tally “bumed” you & had you on your way o
Hell unidl the Lord merzifully rescued you! Also,
1T you were caught up in any Eastern Religion
such as Hinduism, Buddhism, or even Transcen-
dental Meditation or apy other falsc cull or ism,
hearing how it failed tomeet your spuitual needs
could help reaffirm our eens” convictdon that
“He that entereth not by thie Door inlo the sheep-
feld, but climbeth up some other way, the same
is a thief & a robber’”—Ja IONT.

28. And 1¢Ls help our kids realise haw ab-
sotutely blessed they are 1o be in the Family by
graphically describing the senycless cruglty thal
prevails in System schools, sociaré'iﬁﬂ%s &
families! How many of you can remember how
horrble it was 10 be constantly picked on, made
fim of, bullied or beat up?—How those wha are
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physically handicapped are ridiculed & even
tormented by athers in schoolT—And how
those who are simply different from the
majority because of their race or their religion
or their poverty, or just because of thelr ap-
pearance Efﬁe way ley dressed, their [ack
Teatures etc.) are singled out & made alaughing
stock by the so-called "in” crowd? i you suf-
fered such senseless cruelty {rom your peers
when you were a teen, write it up & el our ieens
what il’s really like in the System’s schoaks &
social cirelcs!

27. It's easy Jor our teens to sometimes be-
come critical of their parents & of Family life,
s0 why not tell’m what many of our Lives weore
like in our previous Flatand families? Lel's
tell'm what real “child abuse” is like!—What
it’s like 10 Tive wilh parcnis who epitomise
“Who Are the Rebels™ —Many of whom were
cxcessively violent, constantly murmuring &
expioding 1n yncanirolled anger & rage, lernify-
ing their children & forct em 1o obey by
cruclly abusing & purishing them verbally as
well as phvsically!

28, Our (eeng might Jearn to be real thankful
real quick if they woere to ger a clear picture of
Wwhat it’s like to have alcoholic %rents who
continuoualy fought & scream cursed at
each other!—Or what it's Jike 1o be an “un-
wanted child,” 1 be told by your parents that
they didn’t cven want you, & 10 be treated hike
a slave by them!—Or how it feels o be con-
seantly compared to a favoured brother or sister
whom your parcnts preferred & spoiled while
they derided & despised yon!—Or simply
nerlected you & acted as if you didn't even
exist—Or kike they wished you didn'texist!

29, Those from well-Wo-do wealthy back-
grounds could testify how baving everylhing
you wantcd materially stifl lefl an aching empu-
ness in your heart, Or those who arc frum poar
Backgrounds could tell us what it's like 10 ot
have enough [ood on the table. Tf you were
forced to become the “broad winner” m your
tarnily at an early age, slaving away (o try 10
make enough money 1o help make ends mect,
or taking care of your younger brothers & sisters
fulltime on your own, your story could certuinly
help our teens Lo count their biesangs!

30, In fact, any of you who can recall other
kinds of specific maumatic incidents, experisn-
ces, crises or periods that you wenl through—
either belore you joined the Family, or if & when
you backshd from the Family—please take the

time 1o write up vour lestimony & send it in for
the Hope Mag right away'—And Shepherds,
please encourage vour Home members whe have
such (estmoiues o write'm up!—And give them
time 10 do so! “Let the redecmed of the Lord say
SOT"—Psa,107:2. Please send in your “Fraumatic
Testimony™ inday! Thanks! CRYT WLY!

31, P.S.. Flease understand, adull Family
members, that this appeal 1s to encuwrage you @
write up your “Traumatic Testimonies™ for pub-
Tication in the “Hope” Mag.—We are noi en-
couraging everyonc o begin verbally bombard-
ing their teens with all kinds of horrific wles
from their former lives! As Mama explained in
her Letter, all articles published in the Hope
Mag are very carefully & praycrfully checked,
to make sure that the contenls are edifying &
suitable for publication.

32, Bul unwisely sharing testimonics & tales
from your former life in the System could have
harm {ul effects on others, particularly il you fail
to honestly share the negative repercussions of
your previous deeds, the “wages of sin.” Also,
if someone has a tendeney o “glarify™ or put
too much emphasis un the: sgemingly “excitng”
or “adventurous” aspects of their past lives, they
could actually make their former actions & ac-
tivities seem appealing o young incxpericnced
listeners!—3So %wmei

33, Of course, I yoi have a leen who is
having serious problems & is in dire need of a
“traumatic teslimony” in which you sharc an
experience from your past that will relate to hisn
& help derer him from some specific [ure of the
Systemt or snare of the Enemy, then by all
wcang, go ahead & share it with him.—FHow-
ever, please tharoughly pray about your presen-
fation belore treading upon such sensitive &
potentially dangerous ground, counsel with
vour Homie Shepherds, & proceed only Tf & as
the Lord leads!

33, —Remember, we are appealing for writ-
ten lestimonies for publication! —But if you feel
you must deliver such a “gaumatic testimony”
1o semeonc verbally, then why nol record it &
have it typedup, ediled, & senditin to the Hope
Mag? Amen? Thanks! WLY!

LETTER FROM PAUL PAPERS TO SINGIN SAM
ABOUT TRAUMAT|C TESTIMONIES FOR TEENS!

Daar Sam, Tuly, 1988
OBY! LY & pray that all is going well Lhore
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at the Japan School, in what I imagine will be
your last weeks in Japan before heading back to
Latin Americal PTL! Are you excited? An-
ticipating a big change of this sorl is always
samewhal of an emational experience, & as Dad
hag pointed out about moving, it's like “the end
of one life & the beginning of another.”

In your case, the upcoming move will not
only represent the beginning of & new life, but
since you've lived in Latin America belore &
will probably end up working with some of the
same peopie again, others will of course be
looking for manifesiations of this new life in
your personal sampie, & specilically in what
ways you've changed. This is trus of personnel
going from the East, especially from the Japan
School, as others are aware you’ve benelited
from a time of special training. And, thank the
Lord, you have changed, & if you stay close 10
the Lard & Tittle in your own eyes, He will shine
through. TYI! I'm sure that these are feelings
that may have crossed your mind, & we tust
vou've had a chance 1o think abou( the lessong
you have learned, which we pray vour sample

projects there at the School.

If you cnd up with a bricf interlude belween
projects before your move, we'd appreciate it if
vou could begin work on composing some new
Memory Book songs, the final recording &
producton of which could be done in Latin
America once you're set up there. (Mama's
hoping that others like Jeremy, Jerry Palading,
Michael F, & Michael Listen will also be able
to help in the compasition of songs for thig
project when Wheir present projects are done in
their sludio.) We also thought Lthat we'd ask Zeb
Gepetin to help as he did on the other tapes. So
D.V.,iftime & talents permit, we hope the Latin
American swudio will be able to produce both the
new DTD children’s tape, as well as the new
Memory Book songsin the two mainlanguages
of Latin America. 5o how does alf that sound
for the imrnediale future?

Acwmally there’s another project we wanted
1o ask vour help on even before you get inlo
composing new songs fur the Memory Book

1apes: We'd like to ask you 10 wrile up a poriion
of your testimony for the “Hope™ Mag along the

will reflect cven if you never open your mouth
0 aclually sharc a lessen.

Well, believe it or not, the purpose of Lhis
letter i3 not solely w encourage you 1o ask the
Lord ta help youo be a good sample when you get
te Lalin America, but I also needed Lo write you
about music, & the projects that arg lined up for
the studio there. Mama recendy asked me w
write the Latin American studio musicians ask-
ing them lo work on a new GP children’s tape,
which actually started ofT as the "Bible harac-
ter tape” that you’re familiar with, We trust that
fFféy'“ be well underway with this project by the
time you arrive in Latin America, so you prob-
ably won't need 0 get wo invalved in that
particular project.

Another new musical assignment that the
Folks would like w ask vou to help out on ig
further Memory Book song tapas. Since the first
four tapes nave come out o well, Mama would
like to attempt 10 do onc of twoe more lapes
covering not only further sections of the Memo
Book you are familiar with & have been work-
ing from, but also [rom the pew Memo Book,
“Key Bible Verses,” which i5 about 10 be pub-
lished. PTL! As Mama has said, this Memory
Book song project is one of our musicians’
crowning productions, & the first four 1apes are
absalucly wonderful! God bless vou for your
parlicipation in this & the other musical & video

lincs of the kind of 1esumonies Mama talks
about in her “Traumatic Testimonies For
Teens™ Letter, We'll be asking a number of
pecple (o write up similar articles, Although we
are no longer teenagers, nevertheless we've nat
only experienced different things that cur t2ens
will alsa encounter, but we've alse gone
through experiences which we hope they will
never havé ol What we had i mind, Sam, was
if vou could wnitc up a detailed testimony of the
time that you backshd feaom the Family,

Now you may be thinking, “Hey, ['ve ul-
ready written up that testimony in fulll” Well,
the difference in this request is that we'd like
you ta direct it 1o our young iecn audience, &
rather than rying to cover your whele story by
just skimming the mauniain poaks of experien-
ces, this time just zero-n on ong particuiar cx-
perience or era & go inle great detail on that,
hringing out the full emotion of each related
event or episode. Would you mind writing this
up for the “Hope™?

Now ofieniimes when we tell teens a story
from our past lifs, we "oidsters™ have the ten-
dengy 1o regall the “brighter” aspects ol it, bul
by doing so we mimimise the more negalive
elements. When we stop & think aboutithonest-
ly, in many cases these. negative experiences
retlectmore the uth of the silation than whal-
ever positive aspects we highlight! OF conrse we
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usualiy iry to give our estimonies in such a way
that we dwell on the good things & the positive.
We've also forgatien many of those things that
arc behind, But in this particutar assignment,
we'd like 10 ask vou 1o recall the past & rub the
teens’ faces in the reality of what it's really like
cul there in order (0 pive them a more realistic
picture af what they would find should they ever
leave the Lord’s Work to go out into the Pil 1o
“experience life,”

Far example, I recenly shared my story of
being in reform school as a |5-year-old, & wont
into all the nitty-gritty in order to blow away the
rather sweat & inspiring “Boy's Town” image
our teens are familiar with from the video cir-
cuil. (Sec Hope #10)—Hopafully, our teens
aren’t going w end up in Reform Schoals or jail
{Although many backsliders have!), but if we
can paini a realistic picture of what it would
entail if they ever did, this would discourage any
desires for a System fling for fear of God’s
judgements if nothing else! The main point is to
wake our kids up 1o the realitics of the System,
not the Hollywood image Lhat they gain from
popular teen videos, but the realilies of loneli-
ness, pain, heartbreak, put-downs, frustrations,
baredom—in peneral, life without the LA:]I;d-—LU
help them aggre,ciale the wonderful life they've
becn blessed with, It seems that we owe 1t to our
teens 1o show them the other side 1o help them
gain a grealer thankiulncss Tor what the Jord's
done for them, by painting thc vontrast of the
Hell the Systemn offers.

Another advantage of such lestimonies is 1o
scare thern by showing what would probably
happen to them if they were ever to backslide &
the Lord had to deal with them by letting them
get thrown in jail, or experence some of the
things we adults have had ta go through, Tn your
case, Sam, please foel free to go intw deailed
descriptions of the state you tound yoursel in:
Relatively low-paying construction job,
drunken hangovers, almost asphyxaating from
yOur own vpmit, etc., etc. Mama asked il you
could please trv & complete this project befone
you leave Japan, since we would like 1o begin
featuring stones of this sort in upcoming Hope
magazines as seon as passible. Thanks so much!

Speaking ol backsliding, as you know, the
Lard has dealt heavily in (Big) Josh’s life, &
h¢’s therelore committing himself (o retum o
wholchearted dedication (o the Lord, TTL! Ac-
tually, as much as Josh has written them &
others, the Folks had hnped that he would go

into greater detail of his actual failings, & write
up more of the nitty-gritty of all the Lord had to
do to rub his nose in it. Unfortunately it seems
to be difficult for Josh to go inwo very much
honest detail about this, although he has
“preached some good sermons.” The reason we
bring this up, Sam, is that Jash wrote that vour
tenters & tapes have been a great blessing tohim,
& we do appreciate the fact that you & others
Josh knew from before communicated with him
i order 10 cncourage him at a time when he
really necded o know he was still loved &
remembered, PTL!

On the other hand, il secms that some people
ure making tog big a deal about Josh retrming
to the Lord s service. Unfortunately, this isn’t
altogether very goad for him, as it seems tohave
the tendency to promote Josh’s weaknesses of
pride & self-righteousness, the very things that
caused him 1o legve the Family in the [irs( place.
In other words, 100 much atention scems 10
make him almast fes] obligated to promote the
image he once had of "Big Josh™ ur “General
Josh,” Therefore, the Folks felt perhaps it's
betier you & others minimisc the amount of
correspondence &/or Lapes vou send him,

The Lord allowed him o hit bottom s0 he
could start all over again as a babe & develap
the proper new thonght patterns, habits, at-
titudes efc., all of which he should be able o do
in a local Home just as any other retornee. Jash
15 like a now babe, & as in the case of any other
new babe, his local Home is usually able 1o pull
him in & see him through, In other words, when
a new disciple joing, the whole World docsn’t
stop & attempt w minister o him! There's simp-
Iy wo much more 10 be done. And while the
Folks are very happy that Josh has returned to
the Family, it 's cermainly nat their pelicy to have
everybody whn once knew a hackslider make a
hig fuss about writing him ongoing leters. As
Fve said, iU's fine that vou & others did wnts
Josh, as il probably helped him get over hig
initia! (pugh period, Biel in Josh's case, it scems
that that perind is now over, TTL]

Actually, Sam, mayhe this is an opportunity
to make menuon of your pen-pad tvpe mail
minisoy. T recall you used 10 regular'y com-
municate with @ number of people in order 1o
share news of all that was happening with you,
& in vour particular iocation. Back in the
“Worldwide Family Newsletiers” Dad pointed
out how “personal matl ministrizs” can ecome
a real dismucton, tal sume leaders & per-
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sonalities have tried to promole. More recently,
Faithy & Magdalene's problems along thess
same lines were addressed in the FSMs, Perhaps
it’s important to point out that there's a distine-
tion between a mail ministry to outsiders that

actually feeds people or is a means to support a
Home, & one that is mainly direct:'dﬂl%)—dlc
Family just for news or mnspiration.

'8 N0 L3 Say YOu can’t write someong &
nole once in awhile, bul the Folks don'L like w0
promole writing amongst Family membersasa
regular & constant thing, when everybody in the
Family just has so much else to read & do.
Again, it's OK if the Lord lays someone on your
heart to write 10 occasionally, but a steady flow
of carespondence being sent out by an in-
dividual when it's not really for “business™ or
adminiserational reasons shouldn't be too much
of a priarity. Chr time is far wo impoertant for us
t0 be spending very much of it on writing
lengthy, pewsy, personal letters, don’t you
think?

The Folks love you & are so thanklul [or how
you've 50 wisely invested your mugical talents
inthe Lord’s service over the years, & know you
will iruly reap a mighty reward far the fruit your
songs & music have bome o the Kingdom! Dad
& Maria cspecially wanted to thank yau far your
recent lotier, Sam, & yoor admilted desire for
greater dedication. TYJ)

God bless & keep you! We lave you & will
certainly be prayving lor you m these upsoming
weeks prior o your depariure as well as your
conlinaed fruidulness in your ngw/eld ficld of
Latin America. PTL!

Love, Paul P.

STATS HHIGHLIGHTS—FROM THE U1}

IS8T, 1989 STATS (COVERING THI

MOMTH OF JUNE {934} - By WS Siafl
{Underlines & commenis by Dad)

{These two pages wounld do the Family
more good than all our stats pages to-
gether'—We could pub this instead of the
detailed Stats GNs!—Simpler & Smaller!)

] ha

if for example some Members aren’ tehecked up
on during the month. TRF Populalion itsell
decreased by 72, 1 think mainfy ﬁus 15 possibly
uc to mivrating missiondrics in between fields.
Forexample, the India Area TRF pop decreasad
bv B3 as their wind-down contnues, SEA
decreasad by 33, the Pacific decreased by 18, &
LA decreased hy 28 as they sent some teams o
Europe & to NA Europe itself increased by 93,
however NA only increascd by 3, so we'll see
ifthese members show up on nexi month'sslats.
EURQ reporied that they were inspired with
the influx uf 93 new live-ins wriving frum India,
the Jumbo, & Macyu, & are expecting more!
The number of Homes in Europe stayed about
the same, which means lhese wunsierees are
being absorbed inlo existing Homes, | TRF
Homes warldwide onlv increased by 4, & Home
s1ze remaimns above 18 at 18,3,

MIGRATION; As Family migration con-
linues, we now have 68% of the TRFers in the
West, divided 23% in Burgpe, 10% n NA, &
15 in LA, while 52% vl (he E&ll‘l’]l[‘.’ SIS in

e East. North America now has 1, ers,
making up 10.5% ol the Famly!

DISTRIBUTION: Lit Distribotion de-
creascd by 9% this month, from 8.1 millicn
Pages 10 7.5 million. Big decreases were felt in
LA (Latin America) {down TT%) & (he Pacific
{down 34%) Tor 4 total ol AWK, 0K less pages in
these 2 arcas. All other areas actually increased
in distribution this month (NA [North America]
up 19%, Ewrope up 3%, MEA [MideasVAfrical
up 59%, [A [India Area] up 12%, & SEA
{Southeast Asia) up 7%), it’s just that LA's &
PAC's [Pacilic's] decreasss caused a net de-
crease worldwide,

LA reponts that with 12% of their TRFers i

Arpentina, lie cconemic crisis there has realty
m Distributed in
Argenting, for example, down 0 5 per adult. In
Brazil, which has 25% of LA's TREers, dis-
rrbution went dawn by aboul 12% as they had
a 3-week basic iraming course for the national
disciples, many of whom were the Home

POPULATION: Cverall population
dropped slightly, mostly due to a fluctuation in
DF Members, which decreased by 406. We now
have a Total Population of 18,803 Members,

including 5,980 DE Members & 12,648 TREers,
The DF Mcmbers figure sometmes Mucluales
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shiners. They are trusting that this training will
prove in the Xong run to have been a worthwhile
investment. In the Pacific, distibuton was
down as the Homes in Japan are moving more
into “inside out of sight” ministries, & thus thewr

distniobution has dechined. Worldwide, Lit Pages
per Adull is 1463, MEA is tops at 2,123, _i A




2nd with 2,018, while the Pacific dropped 1o 1ast
with 965. One encouraging nolc is iat i the
midst of these changes, SEA has continued [0
ush & make increases in aimost all areas, &
is month is the World’s number 1 rated arca.
They report that they are getung oul as many

consalidating & reorganizing in both the Home
Fields & the Missivn Fields at the same time.
It's amazing that in the midsl of all this, aciual
Tithes from the Family increased by 5%! PTL!

PRINTING: I seems that the Homes may

wilnessing teams as possible each day, & com-
pared w 6 months ago they have made fremen-
dous progress & seem to be keeping itup & not
letting things slip. They report that they are
particularly excited about the videp vision.

VIDEDS: Nearly 2500 videos were dis-
tributed this month, & {his = the fizst month thal

be gearng up for distribution, as Printing for GP
wenlt uE by 26% this month 10 10,8 Millien
azes Printing for Members was hall a million
wnEi‘] mainly just the weekly pubs getung oul,
although we have several Books lined up.

AGE OF MEMBERS/TIME IN FAM.
ILY: We have the new quanerly Age & Tame

videos were distribimed in oll areas. LA was at
the 10p wilh %03 videos, SEA 20d with 663, &
¢ Pacific 3rd with 635. Eurape distributed 2635

Sfats in this month, showing that 55% of us are
Children under 12, 8% are Teens, are
Adulis. The Adulis are 1% in their 203, 22% 1n

videos. Though video distriburion worldwide s
still in the pioneering stages, the areag are begin-
ning to dupe. Japan just pubbed 4 V1060 FEver

their 30z, & 4% over 407 In the Time in Family
Stats, 37% ol us have becn in the Family under

advisory with lots ol eslunonics & tips trom
shiner distribniors to help their arca. In the
STIMRO area, Singapore was able 1o dupe

5 vears, 29% from 3 o 10 years, & 34% 10 years
& over! 1t was interesting 10 nole that of Eine 21
years of the Family’s existence since 1968, JL?_)C
largest slice on the pie was for those joining just

videcos this month, while lnaonesia 15 workang
on producing their own there 0o, Thailand has
finished puting Thai subtitles on the Kiddie
Viddics, & wre cxpecling the Homes 1o get out
even more Lhis coming manth, DLV, now that
they are available in the local language. (PTL!

TYIN

SOQULS WON; Over 65,000 souls were won
to the Kingdom this month, which came o an
average of 12.7 per adult worldwidc. This has
been a slight decrease for the second straight
month now; however, this could tie in with the
migration of missionaries  the West, along
with the various factors slated above such as the
LA economic crisis, training programs in

this Jasl year (8.4% ). L he nexi largest slice was
the vear previous 1o that(8.01% ) —Which seems
Lo show that we ame centinually injecting new

blood into the Family, with the {arrcst perceni-
uges being the most recent vears, (PIL)
él}’.ﬁ!}

NAT STATS: We have 97 nationalities this
guarier, the top 5 being s(19.8%),
Brazilians(.195), Japancscls.0%), Mexicans
4.7%), & English{Z9%), with Canadians & Ar-
chimians iving for fih at 3.7% each. (L5 counis
Eﬂ population, TRFers plus DFy We have 118
Polay, & 49 Hunparans. 76% of us are West-
emers. & 24% Lasterncrs. $2% of the Farmily arg
in the East, & ol the Family are Easterners,

Brazil, & "inside ot of s1ght™ vision in Japan.
Tt just seems thar the Famity in general 1s poing

which means about 2/31ds ol us 11 {he East are
Easternars. Of the Weslemers, 33% arcINo. & S0.

through a lot of changes now In MOving back o
the West & geuing set up & mabilized & reor-
ganized there, & in stahilizing their ministries
i the East, Considering all these factors, the
Family sdll witnessed wo 7.5 million people this
month, won 65,000 souls, distibuted 7.5 mil-

Americans, & 219 are W.Europeans.

MINISTRIES: The top ministry is DTD,

scorng 18.9% of the tickmarks. Provisioning is
2nd wilh 16.9%, “Other” 3rd with [2.4%, &
Personal Wilnessing 41h with 12,1 %2. atreet Dis-
tRbution 1S now 30 wilh 115 of the tckmarks.

lion F%ﬁcs of lit, 341,000 Posters, 62,000 Tapes,

videos—Personaliv winessing o

(FIL! TYJ! GRY!—The kind of Sfats 1

630,000 iel This averaged 123 peoplc per-
sonally wiinessed o by each adult (4.1 a day),
over 1 400 pages of Lt per adull (49 pages a
%gﬂ. & 12.7 souls per adult (2 a weekl), The

amily 1s stll on the move & scems (o be

always wanted!—And the kind of Analysis!
GBY! Terrific!—Tx!—ILY!--D.]
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