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(Talk given on a British Broad-
costing Company (BHC) program. He

also loctured on the Children of God

at Oxford and 18 svill writing and
iscturing on them from his personal
research on p grant from the Sociml
Science Research Council .——Editor.)

1. THE CHILDREN OF GOD HAVE BEEN
A _SOURCE OF CONTROVERSY SINCE THEY
FIRST APPEARED in Huntington Beasch,
California ofight yeurs apgo. Foundod
by a fundameptalist evangelical
preacher, they sought converts
among the hippiles and drop-outs of
West Coast America.

2. INSIBTING THAT ONLY A LIFE OF

FOLLOW Him, converts wers regquired
to give up all they owned ito the
sect, to shmndon job or college,
live in commmity, sod work full-
time in spreading God's Word ma in-
terpreted by thelr founder.

d. IN A COUPLE DF YEARS THEIR

il ERELUM loktt B | 4 i
AS GOD'S PROPHET of the end-time,
since they beliewve that the end of
this present dispéensation 1s close

at hand, and Christ will return in
1803,
4. THEIR AGGRESSIVE STYLE OF EV-

ANGELISM DIRECTED ALMOST ENTIRELY

AT THE YOUNG, their hostility to
the churches, educational institu~-

tions and valuss of modern society,
and thelr unorthodox atyle of life
soon led them to become promiment
in the news media,

§. PAHENTS CLAIMED THAT THEIR
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NAPPED" und spirituslly or peycho-
loglcally "brainwashed” by the
group, And in n report published
late Lln 1874 an Assistont Attorney
Generanl of the State of New York,
an the basis of what peems to an
impartial obeerver to be rather
shakey evidence, added to thess
charpes sllegations of fraud, =ex-

ual indecency, and systematiec
evasion of the low.

6. NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE HREPORTS
HAVE ELABORATED THESE THEMES, often
rather irrespomsibly sensstionmlis-
ing the Children of God in the in-
terests of sales rather than sxplor-
ing the truth obout this youthful
millennialist mvwement.

7. THE OUILDEEN OF GOD BTED--
LY HAVE FEATUHES WILL

THEM GOOD HEWE COPY. Thoy Are a
youthful movement whose menbers b
poetly betwesn 1B and 25, having
developed out of the youth counter-
culture and the Jesus People of
the late 1860's,

B. THEY EXPECT THE SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC SITUATION TO WORSEN RAP-
1D0LY im the coming decade, leading
to the collapse of the ecitles and
of America, the riso of the Anti-
Chrisnt, and finally Christ's Retumn
in the 1990's.

9. THEY LIVE IN COMMUNAL OGROUPS
SEFARATED FROM THE WORLD. They do
not work at everyday jobs, but
rathor devote thomaelves to full-
time evangelism aod literature digp-
tribution.

10. THEY CONTRIBUTE ALL THEY POS-

when they
Join, trusting in the lord to pro-
vide for their needs &s they soak
to spread thelr sessage throughout
the world before Jesus comes. And
in thie ebdeavieur they haye been
remarkably success ful .
11. FROM A SMALL HANDFUL IN 1968,

THEY HAVE GROWN TO BETWEEN 5,000 -
6,000 MEMBEHS soattered in over 600

commmnes or "Colonies" as they call
thes, throughout most of the Westemn
World, Australasis, South America,
parts of Anis mnd of Africa.

2. THE CHILDREK OF QDD ARE PROB-
ABLY THE MOST ORGANISED AND DISCI-
PLIKED GROUP THAT EEMAINS from the
very diverse mixture of youth-cul-
ture und religlous fundamentaliam
that meds up the Jesus Poople.

While other groups split snd drifted
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apart, converting mary at the out-
st but usunlly losing them sgaln
soon aftor, the Children of God have
grown fros strength fo strength.

13, THEY ETILL HENAIN FAITRLY EMALL

in compariscn with the major denom—
inations, but the (hildren of God
don't nim to bripg vast numbera in—
to the full rigours of thelr way of
life.

14. THEY HEALISE THAT ONLY A FEW
ARE PREPARED TO TOTALLY - THEM-
SELVES to n life of constant move-
mnt, wiltnessing and distributing
literature on the streets. Rather
they soe themselves un a small com-
manda group tryiog ln what they be-
Lisve tp be the lmst doye, to swa-
ken the world to the need to return
to God.

15, IF TOU ARE OVER 25 YOU A.E
ONLY LIKELY TO HAVE COME ACRDSS THE
DIBCIPLES OF THIS GROUP IN THE
ETHEETS of major cities offering
for a dopation the writings of
Moses David. Literature distribu-
tion for a donation is the group's
main source of income as woll as
their major means of gettimng out
God's message. In a large city a
mgher (8 expected te distribute
at least 1,000 pieces of literature
a month, und more wiually sbout
2,500 ploces, Iin the form of amall
loaflets.

16. THEIR LEAFLETE ENOWN AS "MO
LETTERS" COVER AN ENOHMOUS RANGE
OF TOPICS from current world evenits:
and Bible prophecy to the more con=
tantious letterns Moses David has
written on sexual matters.

17. IT 18 PARTICULAELY HIS OFEN
AND LIBERAL SYLE OF WRITING ON SEX-
UAL ICES WHICH HAS RAGED MANY
FURDAMENTALISTS and evanpgelicals
who might otherwise haye been his
allies. But Colony 1ife, as far as
my investigations show, is far from
being the hot-bed of licenliousness
which some critics have suggested.

18. 1 HAVE RECENTLY RETUFMED FROM
A JOUSNEY WHICH TOOK ME TO EIGAT OF
THIS CROUP'S COMMUNEE in Northern
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Italy and in Paris. The Children of
God belleve that pa we move toward
the end-time they will be perse-
cuted by mahy who pretend to be
their friends. Hence it would be
naive to thiok that they were, on
sucth brie! scgunintance, willing
to show me everything.

16, BUT WHAT THEY DID SHOW ME

O TEREQ-

DID NOT MATCH VERY WELL THE STEREOQ-
TYPE WHICH I8 PORTRAYED IN NEWS-
PAPLE AND MAGAZINE REPOHTS about

them. Thelr sewsbers sre dedicsted
and willing to suffer hardshipa
which vou and I might not bo eager
to undergo.

40, OUT OF THE YOUMG DRIFTWOOD
ARD DROP-OUTES OF AFFLUENT NORTH
AMERICA ARD WESTERN EURCPE, where
bofore there was only disillusion-
ment, mimless drifting io search of
gomething worth holding onto, and
the temporary and ultimetely debili-
tating release of drug-use; the
Children of God are beginning to
fasion 8 commnity of purposeful
individoals, living disciplined and
==t0 them==intensely meaningful
lives,

21. THEIR MISSION TO WARN THE
WOHRLD OF THE END GIVES THEM A PUH-
POSE, the communal life gives them
a get of like-minded friends,
wirmth and a sense of belonging
which hitherto many lacked.

2, AND AB 'THEY MARHY AND PRODUCE
CHILDREN THEY ARE BEGINNING TO DEV-
_ﬂm SCHOOLS based on modified
kontessori methods and an intense
preccocupation with the Bible, which
give thelir children a level of per-
sonal attention, caring teachers
-and sbeolute moral standards which
nany young people, not morely the
Children of God, feel that they
migsed in their own upbringing.

243. THERE IS5 STILL A GHEAT DE
WE DD NOT ENOW ABOUT THELR WAY OF
LIFE and the poople who pursue 1%,
hut the Childron of God deserve n
falr hearing. Up to now at least,
the judpe and jury have tended to
be far from impartial.
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